
11th October 2023

GCSE Exam ready



Welcome and outline/aims of evening

Aims:

• Provide information about the 
curriculum, assessment and 
the year ahead

• Ensuring your child is GCSE 
ready.

• Ensuring you are aware of your 
options post 16.

1. Intro and Welcome
2. Safeguarding
3. Curriculum
4. GCSE ready... Wellbeing
5. Attendance and 

punctuality
6. Post – 16 & Careers
7. Key dates
8. School website
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What to expect from the school?

At WSFG, we:
• Foster a lifelong love of learning
• Look after ourselves and treat 

others with kindness and respect
• Embrace our diverse community 

and value our environment
• Empower everyone to make 

courageous choices
• Celebrate each unique gift.



Year 11 Curriculum 

• All departments have developed learning journeys – an 
overview for each topic to help students and parents 
understand the main learning points in a topic

• Key assessments will be detailed on learning journeys to 
help students and parents know important pieces of work that 
will everyone understand the progress that has been made

• Students get will get home learning set by departments and 
this will support revision



Curriculum and assessment –
How can I help my child? 

• Look at your child's learning journeys with them (these are 
available on the school website) and talk through this 
alongside their work in their books and on Teams

• Make sure they use and make reference to any guidance 
they are given by their teachers when completing 
assessments

• Use the feedback in their books to help them make 
improvements or use this when completing later assessments.

• Inform the teacher/school of any concerns or queries early 
on so these can be dealt with quickly.



MOCK Exam Timetable

• The Year 11 Mock Exams 
start on Monday 13th

November and will run for 
three weeks.

• Every student will have an 
individual exam timetable.

• The exam timetable is 
designed to reflect the 
experience of the real 
GCSE exams.



Year 11 Study Guide

• All year 11s have access to 
a Year 11 Study Guide.

• This contains all the key 
information they will need for 
every subject for the Mock 
Exams.

• They can use this in school 
or at home to help them to 
revise. 

For most subjects this 
includes:

-Exam board Specifications
-Past Papers
-Mark Schemes
-Revision activities
-Model Answers
-Revision tips
-Websites

How do I revise Yr11 support document - 2023.docx

https://wsfg.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/STAFFCENTRAL/EfFHLsrrqERJgflvnpvTTF4BpPHuVR2y7AL1Ejs7BIYlqQ?e=jnrZNb


Motivation Revision 
Timetable

Revision 
Planning

How can you help at home? 

Positively 
You

https://positivelyyou.org.uk/


Pathways  - Talk with your student about 
where they want to go next and what is 
motivating them to do well

Recognition - Praise, incentives/rewards 
for consistency, continuous effort and 
focus

Time bound …. Know that their ‘normal’ 
life will return in a few short weeks

Year 11 Preparation for GCSE success evening

Motivation



2. Revision Planning 

5 weeks till the first mock exam!
● It’s never too soon to start
● Use topic lists and plan out time 

remaining
● Build in revision time to daily routines
● Audit your knowledge
● Where are the gaps? Who do you 

need to speak to?

Year 11 Preparation for GCSE success evening

Revision Planning



✓ Before you start your timetable, write a list of the 
things you need to revise for all your subjects 

✓ Create a timetable that helps you to revise each of 
your subjects regularly - not just before the exam.

✓ Try to prioritise the things you have found the 
hardest first to give yourself longer to understand 
them.

✓ Make sure you still enjoy hobbies, free time and 
breaks.

Year 11 Preparation for GCSE success evening

Revision timetable - Putting you in control



Top Tips 

 Map out your week 
 Colour code your 

sessions 
 Plan your breaks 
 Plan in what you will be 

studying and when

Revision timetable – Planning your time



Revision Techniques

How do I revise?

• A common concern many students 
have is not knowing how to revise.

• Not all topics can or should be 
revised in the same way.

• Using a variety of proven 
techniques can be very beneficial.

• By using the Year 11 Study Guide 
student can choose the most 
effective types of revision.



● Putting the hours in (2-3 hours revision everyday, including revision in school)
● In school revision (ICT rooms open at lunch and after school) 
● Attending study club (running Tuesday – Wednesday for selected students)*
● Attend Intervention/Revision sessions in school
● A quiet space to learn is crucial 
● Take mindful/personal breaks

Revision Ground Rules: 
A balance of consistency and accountability 

AVOID DISTRATIONS!!!



❑ Enjoy a healthy and balanced diet.
❑ Use a revision timetable.
❑ Take regular short breaks (every 40-50 minutes).
❑ Plan for longer breaks every 3 hours.
❑ Take exercise - get fresh air - Drink water.
❑ Don’t revise after 10 o’clock at night.
❑ Don’t ‘cram’
❑ Go to bed at a ‘normal’ time.
❑ Revise without access to your phone
❑ Revise at a desk and not on your bed
❑ Plan to follow up what you don’t understand

A checklist for healthy revision living



Year 11 Preparation for GCSE success evening

Attendance and Punctuality

It is vital that students have excellent Attendance. 
● Below 95% attendance will mean the school will be 

closely monitoring. 
● Below 90% may lead to prosecution.

● Holidays are NOT permitted during term time and 
may lead to fines.



11th October 2023

Post – 16 and Careers



Careers – how can I help my child?

The Legal Stuff

It is a requirement that all young people 
continue in education or work-related training
until they are 18 years old.



Careers – how can I help my child?

The four main routes:



Careers – how can I help my child?

3 A Levels
T Levels

BTEC Level 3

University Degree / 
Degree Apprenticeship

3 A Levels
T Levels

BTEC Level 1, 2 or 3

Level 3, 4 or 5 
Apprenticeship / 

Vocational qualification

Level 1, 2 or 3 
Apprenticeship / 

Vocational 
Qualification

Job opportunities 
through Apprenticeship 

or employer

Aim as high as possible: 
A Levels /T Levels/ Level 

2 or 3 Vocational 
Qualification

All these options will 
allow you to progress 

your career.

I want to study at 
University after 

College / 6th Form

I want to start work 
after College / 6th

Form and train on 
the job

I want to work 
within industry as 
soon as possible

I am not sure so I 
want to keep my 

options open

I need 5 grade 5+ 
GCSE inc. English and 

Maths

I need GCSEs 
dependent on which 

level I will study.

I need GCSEs 
dependent on which 

level I will study

I need to achieve the 
best grades I am 

capable of.



Careers – how can I help my child?

https://www.unifrog.org/student/home

1. Search the careers library
2. Search the subjects library
3. Create a post-school shortlist –

search for subjects and 
colleges/providers

4. Start working on your personal 
statement

https://www.unifrog.org/student/home


Careers – how can I help my child?



Careers – What an we do to support?

1. Go through this PPT on WSfG website.
2. Attend the College Roadshow at WSfG (Tuesday 16th 

October 5:30-7:00pm)
3. Research and attend college/sixth form open evenings

(some listed on WSfG website and on Teams)
4. Support applications ensuring there is an ASPIRATIONAL, 

SAFE and SECURE option when applying to colleges/sixth 
forms

5. Create a Unifrog login and use to support courses, 
colleges/sixth forms, courses and for support writing a 
personal statement.

https://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/page/?title=College+Open+Evenings+and+Dates&pid=2376


Careers – how can I help my child?

https://www.unifrog.org/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2016/12/AA-Yr2-Poster-7-1.pdf
https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/sites/default/files/2022-
06/CEC%20Post%2016%20Booklet_Endeavour_FINAL.pdf
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/ - website aimed at parents/carers
https://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/choices-at-16 - covers many parent/carer queries
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians - apprenticeships 
explained for parents/carers
https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page - You can create yourself a START profile for up-to-date 
labour market information.
https://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/page/?title=College+Open+Evenings+and+Dates&pid=2376 - school 
website listing open evenings
https://www.gov.uk/ There is further information on the gov.uk website, for example, search 
apprenticeships within gov.uk.

https://www.unifrog.org/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2016/12/AA-Yr2-Poster-7-1.pdf
https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/sites/default/files/2022-06/CEC%20Post%2016%20Booklet_Endeavour_FINAL.pdf
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch
https://www.talkingfutures.org.uk/
https://careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone/choices-at-16
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians
https://careers.startprofile.com/page/home-page
https://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/page/?title=College+Open+Evenings+and+Dates&pid=2376
https://www.gov.uk/




Key dates

Key Dates for Year 11 in 2023/24:

• 11th Oct – Mock timetable
• 17th October – College Road Show
• 13th Nov to 1st Dec: mock GCSE exams
• WB 15th Jan – Mock week
• Wed. 24th Jan: Parent/Carer consultation evening 4.30-7pm
• 9th May: GCSE exams begin



School website (DSH)Thank you for coming…

Further queries: 

info@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk
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