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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

It has been a short week for our students, yet a very busy one for 

the school.  Last night we opened our doors to the parents of the 

next September intake to look around the school, see the work that 

the students have been doing in each faculty and get a feel for the 

ethos of the school.  We had approximately 800 visitors meet our 

staff and students during the 2.5 hour period, around 350 families 

interested in one of our 180 spaces for their daughters.  I would like 

to thank my staff for their preparatory work and organisa$on for 

Open Evening and also for welcoming these visitors and answering 

any ques$ons they had.  Sincere thanks also to the students who 

assisted so well to make the event a success, either as tour guides, 

helpers within facul$es, performers or who helped in any other way.  

It is clear that they are all very proud of what is offered at WSFG.  

The school, in turn, is very proud of our students and their 

achievements. 

 

My par$cular thanks go to the students that assisted me with the 

Headteacher’s address to a full capacity Hewe, Hall.   Ruby (8H) and 

Olivia (9C) played their flutes beau$fully:  Ruby playing Mozart’s 

Flute Concerto No.1 in G and Olivia Bach’s Ave Maria and Ubah 

(11W), Hasiba, Edith (7F) and Ella (11G) who spoke so eloquently to 

our audiences.  Hasiba and Edith have been in the school only a 
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ma,er of weeks and were supported, ably, by the two Year 11 students.  The 

speeches were the girls’ own words and were truly inspira$onal, so much so that  

I have printed Ella’s speech, which took the form of verse, in this edi$on of the 

Greensheet.  Once you have read this, you will need to remind yourself that these 

are all her own words and understand why they brought a tear to my eye.   

See page 4. 

 

During my speech I spoke at length about the progress students make while they 

are at WSFG, having received confirma$on yesterday that Government 

comparators rank progress here as “Well above average”.  Indeed our progress 

puts us in the top 1-2% na$onally.   This progress is why the Mayor of London 

invited us to join his Schools for Success programme, along with just 24 other 

secondary schools across the Capital and one of the reasons we have recently 

been appointed as a Teaching School/Na$onal Support School.   

 

Aside from Open Evening, on Tuesday some of our Year 11 students had the 

unforge,able experience of performing to an audience of thousands at The Royal 

Albert Hall as part of the Steel Pans Band at the Primary Prom.  My thanks to 

Richard Murphy, who has guided the students to this success and to Ms Bradshaw 

our Head of Music who also accompanied the students.   

 

Also on Tuesday Year 9 students with an interest in another field of performing 

arts a,ended a workshop run by the Shakespeare Schools Fes$val company.   

 

In school, at lunch$mes on Monday and Tuesday, Year 11 students were able to 

a,end an informa$on sharing session from two of our local sixth form colleges:  

Sir George Monoux College on Monday and London Academy of Excellence on 

Tuesday.  Walthamstow Academy will be in school on Monday lunch$me (16
th

 

October) and other sixth form colleges will be visi$ng later in the year. 

 

A reminder to the parents/carers of students in Year 7 that next Wednesday, 18
th

 

October, Year 7 students only will be dismissed from school at 12.25pm for their 

Se,ling-in A.ernoon.  You should have been given an appointment $me to meet 

with your daughter’s tutor and will return with your daughter for the appointment 

only (please see p3 for further details).  Students in Years 8-11 will be in school as 

usual on Wednesday.  We are looking forward to receiving more visitors to the 

school and the opportunity to show them why we believe WSFG is excep$onal. 
 

Best Wishes 

Meryl Davies 

Headteacher 
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Informa<on for Year 7 Parents/Carers 

Year 7 “Se?ling-In A@ernoon”  

Wednesday 18
th

 October. 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As your Year 7 daughter has now been with us for over a month, we will be having 

a Year 7 “Se,ling-In A.ernoon” on Wednesday 18
th

 October. 

 

Your daughter will be given an appointment by her Tutor and she will have this put 

into her school planner. This appointment is for you to come into school with her 

and meet with her Tutor. The appointment will be between 1.30 and 4.30pm on 

Wednesday 18
th

 October. The Tutor may be able to accommodate you if you  

request a par$cular appointment, so please communicate this by using your 

daughter’s planner. 

 

The Tutor will have a copy of her se,ling –in report for you and will be able to 

discuss the outcomes with you during the appointment. You will be given a copy of 

this se,ling-in report to take home with you. 

 

Your daughter will be dismissed at 12.25pm on Wednesday 18
th

 October and will 

be expected to go home to return with you in her full school uniform to a,end the 

appointment. I am afraid we do not have the capacity to look a.er your daughter, 

a.er 12.25pm, so you MUST make arrangements for her to leave school and only 

return with you at your appointment $me. We hope you will find this appointment 

useful and we look forward to mee$ng with you. 

 

If your daughter is en$tled to a free school meal and wishes to order a packed 

lunch to take with her when she leaves school at 12.25pm on Wednesday 18
th

 

October, please ask her to see Ms. Fearon / Ms. FamiglieD by Friday 13
th

 October. 

 

If you have any concerns or ques$ons about the “Se,ling-In A.ernoon”, please 

contact your daughter’s Tutor or her Progress Leaders, Ms. Fearon or 

Ms. FamiglieL. 

Thank you for your con$nued support and we hope this will be a useful mee$ng 

for you. 

 

Ms. Fearon or Ms. FamiglieL, 

Year 7 Progress Leaders,  
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Ella’s Open Evening Speech 

 

  The majority of my friends from primary school were boys. 

 

Going to a girls school REALLY scared me, 

And when my dad asked ‘what’s your alterna$ve’ I didn’t know where 

I wanted to be. 

 

My first day, I can s$ll remember it, 

Feeling pre,y nervous but only a li,le bit 

I was in a form with only 3 people I knew, 

Having awkward conversa$ons and not knowing what to do 

 

Year 7 went so fast and I made loads of friends, 

Then Year 8, 9 and 10 came as fast as Year 7 had end 

 

My memories are happy as well as those sad, 

Like that $me Karishma fell in the bin! 

Or deten$ons with Ms Pra, 

Wearing my PE kit the wrong way round, 

And nearly hiLng Ms Wood with a shot put 

Nasty salads made in Food Tech 

And finding a frog in the form room. 

 

And it’s these days that I found my voice, 

Learnt to laugh with a family I thought I’d never have 

Learnt to stand up, 

Be strong, 

Be gracious and glad 

Finding my voice when it came to musicality 

Going to choir every Friday 

And Mr Burstow telling me this is where I’m meant to be. 

 

Learning to use my plaPorm to address social and global issues, 

Through a love of public speaking and a confidence never to be 

misused 

Have a new-found respect for teachers 

Not only did this school teach me how to DESTROY an exam paper 

But equipped me with skills and values I can use later. 
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Imagine this place is a garden 

With rich fer$le earth 

Ready to be raked and sewed 

For the blossoming blooms and the birth 

Of gi.s and talents you never knew you had 

To find your voice and to be able to say 

Yes I can. 

 

It’s my final year and I’m already looking at sixth form 

And I’ll be moving on from this wonderful school 

But only so I can finally show and influence the world 

With what I have learnt at Walthamstow School for Girls. 

 

       Ella Palmer  Year 11 Student 
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Parent / Carer Informa<on  Evening  

Year 11 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

You are invited to our Year 11 parent/carer informa$on  

evening on;  Wednesday 1
st

 November in the Hewe, Hall.   

 

The doors will open at 5:45pm for a prompt 6:00pm start.   

 The aim of this Informa$on Evening is to provide you with details on: 

College Applica$ons (ini$al guidance on comple$ng these and an 

overview of the whole process) 

Professional Interview Day 

Appren$ceships 

Year 11 Geography Field Trip 

 

There will also be a session led by the Head of the English, Maths and Science Facul$es 

on how to achieve the best grades possible and fulfil your poten$al in core subjects.   

 

We would like all students to be supported at this mee$ng by an adult, no student will 

be allowed to a,end without a parent or carer present.  

The Informa$on Evening is expected to finish at approximately 7:00pm. 

 

If you have any further ques$ons regarding the Year 11 Parent Informa$on  

Evening, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Kennedy, Deputy Head Teacher  

responsible for Key Stage 4 or myself. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Ms Warren. 

Student Progress Leader Year 11 

Year 11 A Level Courses  

 

Woodford County High School are offering Workshops and Talks for The Arts, 

 Humani$es and Languages on Wednesday 18
th

 October 2017 at the following 

$mes:  6pm, 6.30pm, 7pm and 7.30pm.   

 

Year 11 girls and their parents are invited to discover more about the range of 

A Levels offered in addi$on to Science and Maths.   

Please note any unaccompanied adults will not be admi,ed.   

For further informa$on, please speak to Mrs Jolliffe in Student Services. 
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100% A?endance  

for September 2017 

 

Below are the a,endance figures for September 2017.  

Winners postcards for the month of September are in form tutor pigeon holes 

ready for tutors to share with their form groups.  

The Headteacher has also sent postcards to  the winning classes. 

 

Well done to 7G, 8H, 9G, 10S & 11F for being September winners. 

 

Don’t forget, winners for each term receive a Form treat and 100% a,enders re-

ceive a new star badge. 

 

 

Ms King  

Student A,endance Manager  

Informa<on for Year 11 Students 

College Lunch<me Visits 

 

Staff from various Colleges and Sixth Forms will be coming in during Monday and 

Tuesday lunch$mes to deliver speeches about the courses available for Year 11’s 

to study.  They will be able to give details about their school/college and answer 

any ques$ons you may have.  These talks will be in the Hewe? Hall and if you wish 

to a,end you must be seated in the hall by 12:40pm.   

 

The dates for these visits will be updated regularly in the student bulle$n, Green-

sheet and on the school website.   

 

The next visits will be: 

Monday 16
th

 October – Walthamstow Academy 

 

These sessions are op$onal but obviously they will help you decide where you 

would like to con$nue your studies when you leave WSFG.  

If you have any ques$ons please see Ms Warren. 
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Sixth Form College Open Days  

 

Please see below the list Sixth Form College Open Days  

For further details See Ms Jolliffe in Student Services  
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Focus of the Fortnight 

9
th

 – 20
th

 October 2017. 

Noise and Movement in the school corridors  

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

All members of our school community are asked within the Out of Lesson Posi$ve 

Behaviour Code to move around the school “calmly, safely and quietly”. We also 

always walk on the le. in school corridors and staircases etc. If students behave in 

a dangerous, noisy or inappropriate way in the school buildings or grounds, they 

will be spoken with by a member of staff and will have their conduct card signed.  

It is in the interest of all members of our community to move calmly, safely and  

quietly around the school at all $mes. Thank you for your support in this and all 

school ma,ers. 

 

Ms. Pra, 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

• The Out of Lesson Posi$ve Behaviour Code states that we move around the 

school “calmly, safely and quietly”. 

• It also states that we walk on the le.. 

• The corridors are not for social gathering as they need to remain clear. 

• Respect the “Fresh Air Days” and go outside when required. 

 

The Sanc<ons. 

• The student breaking these expecta$ons will be spoken with  

 by a member of staff 

• The student Conduct card will be signed if this expecta$on is 

 not met by a student. 
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Ski Trip 2018 – Years 8 -11 

  

Dear parents/ carers 

 

 Places are now available on this year’s school ski trip. 

  

The trip will take place from the evening of Thursday 28th
st

 March un$l the  

morning of Friday 6th April 2018.  

This is the first week of the Easter holidays. 

  

We will be travelling by coach to Crans-Montana in Switzerland 

  

The trip will cost £850 this year. 

  

If you are interested in sending your daughter on this trip, please ask her to collect 

more informa$on and a booking form from Ms FamiglieL in room G68. 

  

Completed booking forms and a £200 deposit cheque (made payable to 

 Walthamstow School for Girls) should be given to the School Finance Office as 

soon as possible, as we only have thirty two places for this very popular school 

trip.  Many thanks 

  

Ms FamiglieL  

Ski trip organiser  
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OVERDUE LRC BOOKS  
 

There are currently 299 books 

that students have not returned 

to the LRC. This represents at 

least £2,392 worth of books 

that are not available to other 

students. Reminders have been 

sent out, so please support the 

school and your  daughter by making sure 

that she returns her books to the LRC. If she 

has lost the book, you will be asked to pay for 

a new book. 
 

If the book is not returned, your daughter will 

have to a,end a deten$on at school, 

on Wednesdays a@er school from 3.30 to 

4.00pm.  
 

She will be given a le,er to take home and 

you will also receive a text message. Evidence 

from exam results shows that students who 

develop a regular reading habit do be,er in 

their exams.  

So keep reading! 
 

Ms Kelly and Mrs Guest  LRC 

Lost Property 
  
We have a large 
amount of lost 
property since  
returning at the 
beginning of the 
term.  
  
Any unnamed 
items not 
claimed by Friday 
20th October 
may be disposed 
of. 
  
Please make sure all clothing, including 
P.E. kit, is clearly labelled  
  
Students are reminded that you can  
collect lost property at 3.30pm every 
day.  Parents and carers may also collect 
lost  property any day after school.  
  
Ms Jolliffe 
Student Services 
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Black History Month celebra<ons in our school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Black History Month, we remember and celebrate the important people 

from the past and also who contribute to and help our society today. This year, we 

are celebra$ng the 30th anniversary of Black History Month in the UK. 

 

Each department has been celebra$ng in various ways: an Art compe$$on, a MFL 

research and quiz, a “in her footsteps” exhibi$on in the LRC, discussions and de-

bates in PSHE and form $me, a celebra$on of Oware in Maths, etc. We have also 

organised 3 main assemblies over 3 weeks around the themes of standing up 

against discrimina$on, celebra$ng mixed heritage and valuing uniqueness. 

 

Over half term please con$nue the celebra$ons with your daughter by engaging in 

conversa$ons about the topic, going to see the fantas$c exhibi$on “A Soul of a 

Na$on” at the Tate (only un$l the 22
nd

 of October) or watching a film together 

(they have probably watched Hidden Figures at school but you could watch Selma, 

Glory, the Princess and the Frog etc. and discuss the film with your family). 

 

Ms Desbenoit 

Diversity Co-ordinator. 
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Black History  in the LRC 

As part of our Black History celebra$ons, the LRC is hos$ng an exhibi$on about 

local women campaigners. They include some former pupils, Baroness Patricia 

Scotland, Saima Mahmud, Jacqui Harper, Lizzie Reid and Arifa Nasim. 

 

To find out more about some of these women and take part in a walk around  

Waltham Forest, you can download the app at -  

h,p://herfootsteps.org.uk/app-launched-download-it-now/  

 

The LRC is also selling vo$ve candles holders for £3, featuring black fashion  

designers. Here is one featuring Anne Lowe, an African American, who designed 

Jacqueline Bouvier’s dress when she married John F. Kennedy in 1953.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Kelly 

LRC 
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Year 11 BME Student Conference  

Friday 27th October 

 

There is an opportunity for Year 11 BME  (Black and Ethnic Minority) students who are 

aiming for mainly A/A*/9/8 grades to a,end a conference at the University of Cam-

bridge. Interested students will need to fill out the online applica$on form, and be 

able to make their own way to Cambridge over half term. It is also necessary to ask 

one of your teachers, who knows you well, to be a named referee. Please speak to 

them before filling out the form. 

 

Follow the link for more informa$on and see me if you have any ques$ons. 

 

h,ps://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/access/bme-student-conference-student-informa$on-

form/ 

 

Ms Robinson 

Challenge coordinator 

Big Fella (1937) 

 

Saturday 21st October 

Highams Park Bap<st Church 

E4 9PB 

1.30pm for 2pm 

 

Highams Park Society Saturday A.ernoon Cinema special for Black History Month 

 

Ones of the most popular Bri$sh films of 1937, starring Paul Robeson and Eliza-

beth Welch and featuring a cast of black  actors  from that period 

 

A.er the film, Steven Bourne, who is the late Elizabeth Welch’s biographer will 

give a talk 

 

 

£2.50 for members and £5 for non-members. 

Tea, coffee and cakes included in the entrance fee 

Children free. 
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Informa<on for Year 11 Students  
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Community News  
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School Calendar for 2017-18 

 Autumn Term 2017  

 Start: Monday 4
th 

September  End: Wednesday 20
th

 December 

 

 Thursday 12th October   School closure 2.30pm  open evening  

Friday 13th October   Staff Inset Day  school closed to students  

Wednesday 18th October  Year 7 Se,ling in a.ernoon 

Thursday 19th October  Alumnae quiz night 7pm 

 

Half Term 

Monday 23rd October  - Friday 27th October 

 

 Tuesday 31
st

 October    Year 8 Parent/Carer Informa$on Evening 6-7pm 

 Wednesday 1
st

 November   Year 11 Parent/Carer Informa$on Evening 6-7pm  

Monday 6th–      

Friday 24th November   Year 11 Mock Examina$ons   

Thursday 9th November         Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 4.30 –7.30pm 

Tuesday 14
th

 November   Year 7 Parent/Carer  Informa$on Evening 6-7pm 

Tuesday 21
st

 November   Year 9 Parent/Carer Informa$on Evening 6-7pm 

 

Spring Term 2018 

Start: Thursday 4th January   End: Thursday 29th March 

 

Thursday 25th January           Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 4.30 –7.30pm 

 

Half Term 

Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February 

 

Thursday 22nd February   Year 9 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 4.30 –7.30pm 

Thursday 15th March   Year 8 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 4.30 –7.30pm 

 

Good Friday Bank Holiday 30th March -  

Easter Monday Bank Holiday  2nd April 

 

Thursday 26th April    Year 7 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 4.30 –7.30pm 

  

Summer Term 

Start: Monday 16th April  End: Friday 20th July 

May Bank Holiday Monday 7th May 

 

Monday 14th May -  Year 11 GCSE Examina$ons  

Friday 22nd June 

Half Term 

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st June  


