
  

 

 

NEGLECT NOT THE GIFT THAT IS IN THEE 

 

Headteacher: Ms H Marriott MA, NPQH  

Church Hill Walthamstow London E17 9RZ 

Telephone: 020 8509 9446  

Email: info@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk 

Website: www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
You may be aware, both from information at Open Evening and articles in our Greensheet 
newsletter that we have made the decision to go smartphone free in September.  We have 
made this decision after extensive research, visits to smartphone free schools and updates 
from both the DfE and local authority regarding the use of smartphones by young people. 
 
We have worked with students in tutor time to help them understand the issues and dangers 
of smartphone use and why we are going smartphone free. We have also met with form 
representatives from various year groups to ensure we have heard students' concerns. We 
will be delivering an assembly to all students in year 7-10 this term to explain our new rules 
which will apply from September.  
 
We have now finalised our smartphone free appendix which is part of our Positive Behaviour 
for Learning policy and has been agreed by our Governing Body. Details are on pages 24-27 
of the policy which is on the website and which we have attached here. Positive Behaviour for 
Learning Policy This includes a list of suggested acceptable school phones or 'brick' 
phones. We have also researched numerous GPS trackers that you may wish your child to 
have in addition to a ‘brick’ phone.  
 
To put our changes into context, here is a link to a letter from the local authority, 
endorsing  a 'smartphone-free' approach in schools which we included in our Greensheet 
earlier in the year Greensheet - 27 March 2026 
 
We are aware that some students may have medical needs or specific family situations that 
may require them to have access to a smartphone. If you feel your child is eligible for 
exemption from our policy we have created a form that you can complete to request this.  All 
applications will be dealt with on a case by case basis. The form can be found on page 27 of 
our PBfL policy.  
 
Thank you, in advance, for your support. 
 
Kind regards 
Ms Marriott and Ms Warren 
 

 

 

 

https://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3470&type=pdf
https://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=3470&type=pdf
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/B9tIA6xwhaFtVglV?ref=Link

