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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

This week ends with Professional Interview Day on Friday 2
nd

 February for 

our Year 11 students.  My thanks to Ms Philippou and Ms Janes for 

organising the opportunity  for the students to apply for a mock vacancy and 

to convince a variety of experienced guests, involved in interviews as part of 

their professional role, that they would be suitable to fill the vacancy.  This is 

excellent prepara$on for the future, as well as providing valuable interview 

prac$ce for their college interviews.    

 

Also on Friday a>ernoon Ms Desbenoit accompanied a group of students to 

Sir George Monoux College for an event run in conjunc$on with Stella Creasy 

MP, “Our School, our Streets, our Safety” regarding personal safety.   

  

Spor$ng congratula$ons are due to Year 10 student Sophie May who won 

the borough under 16 individual trampolining compe$$on on Monday to 

become the Waltham Forest Trampolining Champion!  Both the U16 and the 

U14 teams finished the compe$$on in second place overall.  Our Year 8 

football team also finished second in the borough league – well done to all 

these teams and to the Year 7/8 basketball team who met Holy Family 

College to play in the semi-final of the WF basketball league; players were:  

Jae-Ming, Sylvie, Arani and Rebeca (8F), Molly, Roya and Jessica (8W), 

Morenike (8H), Ordelda (8C) and Joni (7W).  The score was 12-17 but they 

fought hard un$l the final whistle and we are so proud of them.  

 

SCHOOL  

CALENDAR 
Spring Term 

2018  

End: Thursday 

29
th

 March 

 

Half Term 

Monday 12
th

 

February - 

Friday 16
th

 

February 

 

Thursday 22
nd

 

February 

Year 9 Parents/

Carers subject 

Evening  

4.30 –7pm 

 

Thursday 15
th

 

March  

Year 8 Parents/

Carers Subject 

Evening  

4.30 –7pm 

 

Wednesday 

28th March 

Steel Pans 40th 

Anniversary 

Concert  7pm 

 

Good Friday 

Bank Holiday 

30
th

 March  

 

Easter  

Monday  

Bank Holiday   

2
nd

 April 
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School Calendar for 2017-18 
 

Spring Term 2018 

Start: Thursday 4
th

 January   End: Thursday 29
th

 March 
 

Half Term Monday 12
th

 February - Friday 16
th

 February 

Thursday 22
nd

 February  Year 9 Parents/Carers subject Evening 4.30 –7pm 

Thursday 15
th

 March  Year 8 Parents/Carers Subject Evening 4.30 –7pm 

Wednesday 28th March  Steel Pans 40th Anniversary Concert  7pm 
 

Good Friday Bank Holiday 30
th

 March -  

Easter Monday Bank Holiday  2
nd

 April 
  

Summer Term 

Start: Monday 16
th

 April End: Friday 20th July 

Thursday 26
th

 April   Year 7 Parents/Carers Subject Evening 4.30 –7pm 
 

May Bank Holiday Monday 7
th

 May 

Monday 14
th

 May - Year 11 GCSE Examina$ons  

Friday 22
nd

 June 

Half Term 

Monday 28
th

 May - Friday 1st June  

We are looking forward to a week of friendly compe$$on next week, with the Winter 

Interform taking place for each year group (Monday Year 8, Tuesday Year 10, Wednesday 

Year 7, Thursday Year 11, Friday Year 9).   

 

On Monday and Tuesday next week all Year 11 Geography students will be aIending the 

geography field trip in Norfolk. This course is a vital part of their GCSE and forms 15% of 

their final grade, so we wish them a successful trip.  

 

Thank you for your con$nued support with our fund raising for trip to Zanzibar; KS3 

students were Dancing in the Dark on Thursday and there will be a non-uniform day on 

the last day of this half term, Friday 9
th

 February to raise funds for this exci$ng 

opportunity. 

 

A reminder for parents of Year 9 students that there is a Parent Subject Informa$on 

Evening on Thursday 22
nd

 February (4.30-7.00pm) which is the first week following half 

term.   Year 9 students should be making appointments for their parents to meet with 

their subject teachers next week.  See details page 6. 

 

In the following pages you will find details of our four candidates for the Parent Governor 

vacancy. We are very fortunate to have four candidates with such diverse experience to 

offer the role.  Please read their statements and when you receive your individual ballot 

slip by email (or by post) early next week, print off the ballot slip and vote for one of them.  

It will be a difficult decision and I thank all the candidates for puOng their names forward. 

 
Meryl Davies 

Headteacher 
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Focus of the Fortnight 

29
th

 January – 9
th

 February 2018. 

Noise and Movement in the school corridors  
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

All members of our school community are asked within the Out of Lesson  

Posi$ve Behaviour Code to move around the school “calmly, safely and  

quietly”. We also always walk on the le> in school corridors and staircases etc. If students 

behave in a dangerous, noisy or inappropriate way in the school buildings or grounds, 

they will be spoken with by a member of staff and will have their conduct card signed. It is 

in the interest of all  members of our community to move calmly,  safely and quietly 

around the school at all $mes.  Thank you for your support in this and all school maIers. 
 

Ms. K.H.PraI  

Assistant Headteacher 
 

The Out of Lesson Posi$ve Behaviour Code states that we move around the school  

“calmly, safely and quietly”. 
 

It also states that we walk on the le>. 
 

The corridors are not for social gathering as they need to remain clear. 
 

The Sanc=ons. 
 

The student breaking these expecta$ons will  

be spoken to by a member of staff. 
 

The student’s Conduct Card will be signed  

if this expecta$on is not met. 

       Year 9 Parents/Carers Subject Evening          

Thursday 22
nd

 February         

 

Your daughter will be making  appointments between 4.30 to 7pm with her  subject 

teachers for a discussion on her progress . 

  

We encourage all Year 9 students and their parents / carers or a family  member to 

aIend this consulta$on evening to discuss their daughter’s progress and strategies to 

help them achieve their full poten$al at  Walthamstow School for Girls. 

 

It is a crucial event as it is your daughter’s only parents’ evening this year with an op-

portunity to discuss her GCSE targets with subject teachers. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

  

Ms Jean Bap$ste  

Student Progress Leader, Year 9. 
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Mosaic Workshop  

 

Walthamstow School for Girls has been successful in geOng funding for a large 

mosaic to go up on the red brick wall outside school. This mosaic will be based on 

the wildlife of the local area combined with influences taken from William and 

May Morris, as well as the work of Morris’ close friend, the ceramicist William de 

Morgan.   

Last week several 

students were 

involved in the 

ini$al stages of 

this exci$ng  

project.  

 

 

Students in Year 

10  Art spent the 

morning making 

a selec$on of 

beau$ful   

ceramic $les and 

feathers  for a 

peacock’s tail.  

 

 

Whilst students in Year 8 worked on some hand 

drawn and painted designs to influence the  

composi$on of the final mosaic. Students worked 

hard with several local ar$sts to complete the work.  

I look forward to seeing the outcome up on the wall 

outside school in Spring. 

 

Ms Wills 

 

 
 



8 

 

P.E. News 

 

Congratula$on to the Year 8 football team who came 2
nd

 in the borough out of ten 

local schools.   

Please feel free to congratulate them 

Roya            8W 

Jessica         8W 

Karima        8W 

Jessica         8F 

Sylvie           8F 

Molly          8G 

Grace         8G 

Siwan         8H 

Deja           8H 

Julia           8H 

Ms Wood  

 

 

I have just received the results from the borough trampolining championships and 

I am delighted to say that both the U16 team and the U14 team finished in 2
nd

 

place overall.   

The Team 

Anna, Eve, Marley Joy, Sophie May, 

Sophie, Ruby, Amber, Sienna  

 

I am also pleased to let you know that 

Sophie May won the Under 16 individual 

compe$$on and so she is the Waltham 

Forest Trampolining Champion. 

 

These are fantas$c achievements and the girls 

worked really hard on their rou$nes so please 

congratulate them if you see them. 

 

Ms Warren  

 

U16 Borough Champion – Sophie May  
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WSFG Diversity Calendar  
for the month of February  
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Zanzibar July 2018 

 

You may already know that fi>een Year 10 students and two  

members of staff (Ms Philippou and Ms Desbenoit) are  

travelling to Zanzibar this July to volunteer in a school for  

ten days.  

We are very excited as our trip approaches!  

We will be working in the classroom, with construc$on work  

and as sports coaches.   

We are fundraising the full amount for this trip – as a group that means raising  

£31,000  altogether.  We’re doing well so far and have raised a bit more than two 

thirds of this, but we s$ll have a lot to raise. 

 

We would really appreciate your support! If you are able to make a dona$on to 

our volunteering experience, you can click on the link below: 

 

hIps://www.fundmytravel.com/campaign/fudPSqYf4I 

 

This page has been set up by Ms Philippou and Ms Desbenoit to raise money for 

their trip – we assure you that any dona$on that has not come from a rela$ve or 

friend of Ms Philippou or Ms Desbenoit will go towards funding the whole group. 

 

We also con$nue to run lots of ac$vi$es in and out of school such as bag packing 

at Sainsbury’s, dancing in the dark and non-uniform days. 

 

Many thanks in advance for your generosity. 

The WSFG Zanzibar 2018 team 
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Careers Fair  

 

Thirty  Year 10 students went to Forest School for a  Careers and 

HE fair last week. The trip was very informa$ve and interes$ng. 

Pupils had the opportunity to speak to representa$ves from 

universi$es and industry at this exhibi$on fair-style event.  

 

There were over 90 representa$ves from industry and higher 

educa$on, including some of the best universi$es in the world 

like  Oxford and those specialising in the Arts such as Bri$sh and Irish Modern Music  

Ins$tute BIMM, high-profile employers such as Barclays, professional ins$tu$ons and a 

selec$on of Gap Year ac$vity companies.  Our students were well behaved and made the 

most of this opportunity. Here are some of their thoughts on the event: 

 

“The overall experience was very enjoyable, with many different opportuni.es and ideas 

for future educa.on. I found it very interes.ng going round to different sixth forms and 

universi.es and seeing different opportuni.es for gap years. I don’t think there were as 

many sixth forms or colleges as there were universi.es but it s.ll opened up our opportuni-

.es to see what our futures could be. There were a few crea.ve arts op.ons which was 

good.”                                                                        Sammy 10S 

 

“It was very interes.ng and informa.ve and I enjoyed it a lot. Although the universi.es 

provided a lot of informa.on, I feel that it was a li3le early for us as we didn’t know much 

about the qualifica.ons they were men.oning. I think it was more about universi.es than 

career op.ons and we should have similar opportuni.es related to sixth form/A-level  

op.ons and advice, making it more relevant to us now.”                                     Ramaarah 10S 

 

“It was a very interes.ng a8ernoon with lots of facts given. I now have a wide range of 

knowledge and I have informa.on from my desired universi.es. It was fun seeing other 

schools a3ending the a8ernoon along with us so it wouldn’t have been awkward. It would 

have been even be3er if they had more colleges and sixth forms so that it’s more helpful 

towards us right now. All the people from the  universi.es were very welcoming and 

equipped us with so much informa.on. Thank you Ms Desbenoit and Ms Philippou for  

organising this trip.”                                                                                                            Tenzin 10S 

 

Ms Desbenoit and Ms Philippou. 
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TICKETS ARE LIMITED  - Reserva=ons must be made in advance on a first come 

first served basis.  - Payment in advanced to Lesley Winter or on the door on the 

night (reserva=ons only) 
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Community Events  
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