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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We have been receiving some spectacular photographs from 

Zanzibar. The students, together with Ms Philippou and  

Ms Desbenoit are having the most amazing experiences in Africa and 

are working very hard in the school.  Photographs will be in the 

summer term Bumper Greensheet but we have included some in this 

Greensheet—see page 8. 

 

On Tuesday, I spoke to parents at the introductory mee%ng for 

students who will be joining the school in September. They had the 

opportunity to meet key staff: Ms Pra@, Assistant Headteacher and 

Designated Safeguarding Lead; Ms Fearon and Mr Morrow, Student 

Progress Leaders for Year 7; Mr Jalil, School Business Manager; Ms 

King, A@endance Officer and Ms Bradshaw, Head of Music and 

essen%al procedural informa%on was shared.  This followed on from 

the introductory day the girls had spent in school on 4
th

 July. They 

were all very excited! We are all looking forward to them joining us 

shortly. 

 

We have strong links with local primaries long before their pupils 

make the transi%on to secondary educa%on, for example on Monday 

pupils from Saint Mary's Primary School visited to take part in some 
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SCHOOL  

CALENDAR 
Summer Term 

End: Friday 

20th July 
 

Saturday 7th 

July - Friday 

20th July 

Zanzibar African 

Adventure  
 

Saturday 14th 

July - Sunday 

15th July  

Year 10  D of E  

Qualifying 

Expedi%on    
 

Friday 20th July 

Last day of  

term. See page 

4 for details.   

 

Autumn Term 

2018  

Monday 3rd 

September to 

Friday 21st 

December 2018 
 

Monday 

3
rd

 September 

2018  

Staff Training 

Day - School 

closed for 

students.  

 

Tuesday 

4
th

 September 

2018  

Lessons begin 

for students -  

Week A  
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fun ac%vi%es in French organised by Mme 

Bourboin.  Rehearsals have been in progress 

for some %me for the summer musical event 

“A Night at the Movies”.  The dedicated staff 

of the Music Department and our students 

worked very hard to prepare for the concert 

and this certainly paid off, with a fantas%c 

musical extravaganza on Thursday – I very  

so proud of all of them and congratula%ons 

to Ms Bradshaw, Mr Murphy, Mr Hitchman 

and music tutors who inspire the students to such levels of performance.  Special 

thanks are due to the en%re Performing Arts Faculty for their support to ensure 

the event was such a success. Also to the site team, as always, and Ms Winter for 

her work on the programme. 
 

This week all Year 8 students have been on a Geography field trip to the Olympic 

Park where they were researching how the site has changed and comparing how it 

used to be in terms of housing and leisure facili%es.  Students were also 

encouraged to write to Saddiq Khan with their sugges%ons for further 

regenera%on in the area.  We are grateful to the Humani%es Faculty, in par%cular 

Ms Fearnley, Head of Geography, who organised this. On Monday aQernoon a 

group of our Year 9 students a@ended a workshop in prepara%on for seeing the 

produc%on of ‘The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie’ on Wednesday evening. 

 

Last Friday we were visited by Jackie Smith, Chief Execu%ve and Registrar of the 

Nursing and Midwifery Council, who spoke frankly to all our Year 9 students to 

mark the 70
th

 birthday of the NHS. She par%cularly stressed the importance to our 

society of careers in the NHS.   The students were gripped by her stories and 

strongly applauded when she said she did this work because she “wanted to make 

a difference”; however the wage gap and funding issues did not go unremarked 

upon by our percep%ve students. See page 5. 

 

On Wednesday Lord Pu@nam visited us. He came to see a class of our Year 9 

Mathema%cs students using the Learning by Ques%ons technology in prac%ce.  

Please read the press release on the school’s website or see page 4. Lord Pu@nam 

kindly described the school as “knockout” and “a revela%on”.  My thanks go to  

Mr Walker who organised the visit and welcomed our VIP visitors to his lesson.   

Accounts of both visits have been sent to the Waltham Forest Guardian and we 

hope to see ar%cles published.  
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100% A8endance for  June 

 

Well done to 7H, 8S, 9S & 10W for being  

June winners. 

 

Year to date winners are 7C, 8F, 9S & 10S.  

Postcards have been displayed on your  no%ce board. 

Our Headteacher has also sent postcards to the successful forms. 

 

Don’t forget, winners for each term receive a form treat and 100% a@enders  

receive a new star badge.  

100% for the whole year students will also be entered into the raffle. 

 

Ms King 

Student A@endance Manager  

Congratula%ons to Abby (9F) who represented Waltham Forest at the Youth 

Games at Crystal Palace this week and won her event.  She was allowed 4 minutes 

to see how far she could row and achieved a distance of 1,080 metres.  Well done 

indeed! 

 

We are looking forward to seeing our Year 10 students as they return from work 

experience on Monday and to hearing about their placements.  Members of staff 

have been visi%ng all 180 of them at work to speak to them and their employers 

about what they have been doing.  This included a trip to the Office of Tibet-based 

in London, alas!   

 

Last but by no means least, our Ofsted report has just been finalised and should be 

published on the Ofsted website by the end of next week. We are working to 

ensure that a link to the report is sent to all parents and carers for whom we have 

electronic contact details early next week. The report will also be uploaded onto 

our website.  
 

With so many events s%ll taking place in school right up un%l the last day of term, 

including Sports Day, we hope to produce yet another issue of the Greensheet 

next week. Also please look out for the Bumper Summer issue. N.B. please note 

the price of school meals increases to £2.20 in September—see page 9  
 

Meryl Davies 

Headteacher 
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Lord David Pu8nam  

 

Lord David Pu@nam, CBE visited Walthamstow School for Girls this week to see 

new technology from Learning by Ques%ons (LbQ) in use in the classroom.   

The technology has been trialled here in Mathema%cs lessons for the last ten 

months. 

 

Walthamstow School for Girls hase been part of a feedback project with 49 other 

schools from across the UK, led at WSFG by Mr Walker.  WSFG was chosen as an 

ambassador school for this technology and LbQ who developed the technology 

were keen for Lord Pu@nam to visit us to see it being used in lessons.   

 

Lord Pu@nam is famous for his spectacular filmography including Oscar winner 

Chariots of Fire.  However he has also been heavily involved in developing  

educa%onal opportuni%es for many years and is an Honorary Doctor of Educa%on 

(University of Sunderland), founded the Na%onal Teaching Awards and was the 

founding Chairman of the General Teaching Council.  

 

Lord Pu@nam was accompanied by Tony Cann, CBE, who set up LbQ; Graham 

Howe, co-founder and former finance chief of mobile giant Orange and David  

Kilgallon, Director of Learning and System Leadership for the London Borough of 

Waltham Forest.  All the visitors, together with our Headteacher, joined  

Mr Walker’s Year 9 Mathema%cs class for their lesson and saw our students using 

the system.  

 

In a mee%ng with school leaders, Lord Pu@nam he asked what would help the 

school develop access to technology further. They explained their ambi%on to  

introduce one to one devices for all-and the need for funding to enable this to 

happen.  

 

It was a real pleasure to meet Lord 

Pu@nam, who very kindly  

described the school as “A total 

knockout – honestly a  

revela%on!” 
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Chief Execu<ve and Registrar of the Nursing And Midwifery Council,  

  

Year 9 students were visited by Jackie Smith, Chief Execu%ve and Registrar of the 

Nursing and Midwifery Council who came to speak to them about the importance 

of careers in the NHS.  Her visit, arranged by the charity Speakers for Schools, was 

to mark the 70
th

 birthday of the NHS in July this year.   

 

Jackie Smith spoke to the students about the vast number of career opportuni%es 

in the NHS including, doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, den%sts and many 

more, as well as inspiring young people to take up science, technology,  

engineering and maths (STEM) subjects. 

  

We were honoured to have such a pres%gious visitor to our school.  Jackie spoke 

to our Year 9 students about her phenomenal career and shared her experiences 

and work, as well as urging the students to consider careers in the Na%onal Health 

Service to support our futures.  The 180 students were gripped by her stories and 

applauded her strongly when she said she did this work because she “wanted to 

make a difference”.   

 

Jackie Smith has been Chief Execu%ve of the NMC since 2012 and said  

“It was an honour and privilege to share my life experiences with an engaged, 

lively and insigh�ul group. I'd urge all of us in a posi�on of influence to give 

thought to how we connect with the country's future genera�on"  
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WSFG Sports Day 2018 

Wednesday 18
TH

 July  

  

We will be holding our annual Sports Day on Wednesday 18
th

 July at the Feel Good  

Centre.  The bullet points below explain exactly how our afternoon is run; if any parent 

or carer would like further information about the event, please do not hesitate to  

contact me via the school email or telephone number. Due to safeguarding reasons, we 

are unable to allow any parent, relative or friend onto the site. A full report of the day’s 

events will follow. 

  

• Lessons 1, 2 and 3 will run as normal. 

• Year 7 lunch will be served at 12:25pm  

    and students will be able to get a hot    

     lunch from  the  dining hall. 

• Years 8 lunchtime will start at 12:35pm 

• Year 9 will be at 12:45pm 

• Year 10 will be at 12:55pm  

• All students should be in their form  

    rooms at 1:20pm where tutors will  

    take the  register. 

• Each year group is then escorted to the  

   Feel Good  Centre by their form tutor  

    and  attached members of staff and   

    leaves school, one year group at a time. 

• All students must be in their designated area by 1.50pm for registration as all track  

    events will start at 2:00pm prompt. 

• Spectators (students and staff) are situated around the edge of the track in a  

    designated area for their form whilst competitors wait in the middle of field.   

     Spectators must not go onto the running track at any time. 

• All students will be dismissed after the final results have been given at 3:30pm.  

• All students are to make their own way home from the Feel Good Centre. 

 

Ms Wood  

Head of P.E. 
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Informa<on for Parents / Carers and Students 

 

The final day of Summer Term is Friday 20
th

 July 2018 

 

• ALL lessons 1 – 3 are as normal. 

• There will be a normal break%me offer in the canteen. 

• There will be no lunch%me offer. 

• Friday 20
th

 July will be a non-uniform day with proceeds going towards the 

Year Group Charity of choice. 

• The cost of wearing non-uniform will be £1.00 and must be paid 

 IN ADVANCE to Form Reps.  

• The jewellery rules s%ll apply on this day and lanyards must be worn. 

• School finishes at 12.45pm and no students will be allowed to remain in 

school beyond this %me. 

 

 

The first day of the Autumn Term for students is  

Tuesday 4
th

 September 2018  

 

• All students are expected in FULL school uniform and to be in school at the 

correct %me for their new Year Group. 

• New Year 7 to arrive from 9.10am for 9.30am 

• Year 8 – Year 11 to arrive at school from 1.10pm for registra%on at 1.25pm. 

• The Focus of the Fortnight will be on correct Uniform and Lanyards. 

• This will be a Week A. 

 

Have a safe and enjoyable holiday! 

Ms.K.H.Pra@ / Assistant Headeacher. 
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Zanzibar 2018  

 

Some photographs 

 to  

whet your appe%te. 

 

A full report  

to follow next term 
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   Olive Dining  

  Autumn Term Menus   

 

All menus are subject to change.  Week One 

menus will start from 3rd September 2018. 

 

Please note the cost of a school meal  from 

September will be increasing to £2.20 due to 

increases in food costs. 
 

A reminder to parents/carers that if you wish to 

pay for your daughter’s school meals by cheque, 

please make the cheque payable to ‘Olive Dining 

Ltd’. 
 

All students have also been given usernames and 

passwords to enable payments to be made 

online via our SQUID system (see the school 

website for details).  If you would like a reminder 

of your daughter’s  username and password 

please contact the school on the usual numbers.  
 

These menus can be views on the school 

website. 
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      The Eat or Heat Team needs your help! 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has   

generously donated food in the past.  

We need  you to dig deep again. 

 

The food bank is bracing itself for a sharp 

spike in the demand for its services over the 

school summer holidays. In recent months, 

dona%ons of dried and canned foods have 

dropped significantly and  management 

have had to dig deep into its reserves to 

keep the shelves fully stocked.  

 

Food collec%on boxes will be appearing 

round the school during the last weeks of 

Term in the following loca%ons: 

G16, student services, staff room,  

LLD office G65, Ms Philippou’s office F32 

 

We need cans, packets, and cartons, of 

food. Not fresh food as they don’t have any-

where to store it. But long life food will be 

great.  Please donate, you will make a  

A recent Facebook post            difference.  Thank you.  
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 School and Community Growing  

 

 

 

 

 

Walthamstow School for Girls is now involved in an exci%ng growing project called School 

Food Ma@ers on behalf of Whole Kids Founda%on. We have been awarded £1,550 towards 

the cost of delivering this project. We are now looking for volunteers to help in all aspects 

of gardening, whether you are a beginner or an expert, students and parents/carers. 

 

The first phase will be to put in addi%onal  raised beds, and plans have been secured to 

repair our water collec%ng  system. Thanks to Dave Allard, Premises Manager, for his sup-

port with this. We also  need as many plas%c bo@les as you can for our irriga%on system.     

 

 

Thank you  

The  

Gardening  

Team 
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World Cup Sudoku – Week 4 

 

 

By popular request, this is a ‘hard’ one, so expect it to take longer 
to solve than weeks 1 and 2! 
 
It is a great opportunity to develop your GROWTH Mindset.  
 
With best wishes for your success! 
 
Ms Robinson 

Challenge Coordinator 

 



13 

 

Week 3 World Cup Sudoku Winners 
 

Congratula%ons to the following students: 

 

Leila 9W 

Maja 10C 

 

The school community winner this week is Christopher Chai 

 

Ms Robinson 

 

Please see  

Ms Robinson 

for your prize. 
 

Lost Property 

  

Reminder to parents/carers.  

 

Please make sure all clothing, including P.E. kit, is  

clearly labelled.  

 

Students are reminded that you can collect lost property 

at 3.30pm every day.  

Parents and carers may also collect lost  property any 

day after school.  

 

All lost property will be removed from the box on the 

last day of term.  

  

Ms Jolliffe 

Student Services 
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We have a teacher and 

the Chair of Governors  

performing in the choir  

Primary Links Ac<vity 

 

A huge thank you to Ms. Bourboin 

for organising a wonderful French  

aQernoon with a Year 6 class from 

St. Mary’s Primary School.  

 

Many thanks also to 7H who 

made some fantas%c   

presenta%ons and sang very well. 

We all learnt something new and 

interes%ng and it was a pleasure 

to see the children interac%ng so 

well.  

 

The Year 6 teachers said 

“your girls are a delight”. 

Thank you to Ms. Winter for 

taking these lovely photos 

too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Prieto 

Head of Languages 
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A play about Suffrage@e %mes/labour...wri@en by Tom Bloor and starring WSFG  

ex-student, Louise Bloor.  
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School Calendar for 2017-18 

Summer Term 

 Ends: Friday 20th July 

 

Monday 2nd July - Friday 13th July  Year 10 Work Experience 

Thursday 12th July     Summer Music concert 7pm  

Saturday 7th July - Friday 20th July  Zanzibar African Adventure  

 Saturday 14th July - Sunday 15th July  Year 10 D of E  Qualifying Expedi%on  

 

School Calendar Dates 2018-2019  
 

Autumn Term 2018 

 Monday 3rd September to Friday 21st December 2018 

 

Monday 3
rd

 September 2018 Staff Training Day - School closed for students  

Tuesday 4
th

 September 2018 Lessons begin for students - Week A  

  

All Students are expected in FULL school uniform and to be in school at the correct    

%me for their new Year Group. 

• New Year 7 to arrive from 9.10am for 9.30am 

• Year 8 – Year 11 to arrive at school from 1.10pm for registra%on at 1.25pm. 

• The Focus of the Fortnight will be on correct Uniform and Lanyards. 

• This will be a Week A. 

 

Thursday 11
th

 October 2018 Early school closure at 2.30pm for Open Evening   

 

Half Term: Monday 22
nd

 -  Friday 26
th 

October  
 

Thursday 6th December   Presenta%on Evening  

Tuesday 11
th

 December   Early school closure at 2.30pm for  

      Community Party  
 

Spring Term 2019 

 Monday 7th January 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019 
  

 Half Term: Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February 2019 
 

Summer Term 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Friday 19th July 2019 
  

 Half Term: Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019 
 

* Please note there will be three INSET days to be confirmed  

 


