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LOCKDOWN 3
January 2021 Issue 4

Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
“Be the light in the darkness”
It’s almost the end of January and it feels like Spring is some way oﬀ.
But, gradually, we are seeing a li<le more sunlight each day. This week’s theme,
“Be the light in the darkness”, is taken from Holocaust Memorial Day, which was
on Wednesday. Rather than searching for light in the darkness, it is be<er to
create the light ourselves or, as Mahatma Gandi said “Be the change you want to
see in the world”. Many of the items below are examples of how we can
illuminate the lives of others by serving our families, our community and the wider
world.
The purpose of Holocaust Memorial Day is to
remember the six million Jews murdered during
the Holocaust, alongside the millions of other
people killed under Nazi Persecu&on and in
genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda,
Bosnia and Darfur. The 27th of January also
marks the anniversary of the libera&on of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death
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camp.
One of our GREEN values is Empathy. As a school community, we should bear
witness to those who have endured genocide and commit to challenging prejudice
and the language of hatred in all its forms. If you want to ﬁnd out more, visit the
HMDT website here:
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (hmd.org.uk)
Remote Learning, Resilience and Achievement
I hope that the recent adjustments we have made to our remote learning
&metable have enabled your child to have a varied diet of live lessons and
independent learning, with frequent breaks from screen &me. Well done to all
students who have con&nued to adapt to the circumstances and have
demonstrated resilience. Students have been producing some wonderful pieces of
prac&cal work which you will see later in the newsle<er. It has also been really
encouraging to see GREEN point praise emails being sent out by SPLs to recognise
good work across a range of subjects.
Thank you to all parents for your feedback through emails, phone calls and
surveys. If you have any further sugges&ons, please let us know.
INSET A>ernoon Reminder
We con&nue to develop and improve our remote learning oﬀer, working with staﬀ
to share best prac&ce and to further improve consistency. With this in mind, we
have a shortened the school day on Friday 5th February, ending at 11.30, for staﬀ
training and development. Year 11 students will be set work by their teachers;
year 7-10 students will not be expected to complete work.
Back to School?
The government has announced that schools will return from the 8th of March
onwards, and have pledged to provide two weeks’ no&ce in order to prepare.
Although it is not yet certain that all schools will return at the same &me in all
parts of the country, or whether all year groups will return, we will make sure that
you are informed of arrangements as quickly as possible.
OpAons Evening
Op&ons Evening for our year 9 students will be very diﬀerent this year because it
will be conducted virtually. The informa&on will go ‘live’ on the website on
Wednesday, 3rd of February. If you are a year 9 student, please follow the link on
the website under ‘Study with Us’. You will already see videos provided by subject
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areas which will assist you in making op&on choices.
COVID VaccinaAons
You may have seen in the news that Asian celebri&es and Black African and
Caribbean MPs have been calling for members of their communi&es to be
vaccinated against COVID19. If you have family members who are reluctant to be
vaccinated because of misinforma&on about the purpose of the vaccine or
rumours about what the vaccine contains, please show them the following
powerful video clips:
h<ps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-55809355
COVID-19: Black MPs unite in video to encourage BAME communi&es to vaccinate
| UK News | Sky News
It is so important that we work together to protect everyone in our community,
especially the most vulnerable and those who have worked &relessly in frontline,
public service roles to care for others.
Child Mental Health week: 1st- 7th February
More than ever during the current lockdown, mental health and self-care should
be a priority. Child Mental Health Week is an opportunity to explore those issues
and to consider how we can work together to raise awareness and to help others.
This year’s theme is ‘Express Yourself!’ and focuses on how we can use crea&vity
as a tool to connect body, mind and imagina&on. To ﬁnd out more, visit:
h<ps://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
CompeAAon winners
Two weeks ago I asked students to introduce themselves to me as part of the
Headteacher Challenge which closed on Wednesday. There were so many
wonderful compe&&on entries that it presented a challenge when choosing a
winner! The girls had created videos, cakes and pieces of embroidery; they had
wri<en poems and essays and had painted pictures. I have been impressed with
the variety, quality and originality of the entries. We will be publishing some of
the entries in next week’s Greensheet.
The overall winner is Billie 8W who made a video about herself, using a variety of
costumes and ac&ng techniques as well as demonstra&ng impressive produc&on
skills. Billie, I might be calliing on your assistance when I make my next assembly
video! Billie will receive a £30 Love2Shop voucher.
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The following girls were runners up and will each receive £10 Love2Shop
vouchers:
Elaaya and Inaaya 7H and 7C for their collabora&ve video
Anna 7H for her cake
Anisah 7F for her anima&on
Maya 8H for her poem
Demmy 10C for her video
Fadwa 9F for her poem and pain&ng
Thank you to everyone who entered: it has been a really good way of geRng to
know some of you whilst you are working from home.

Ms H Marrio<
Contact InformaAon
Dear Parents and Carers,
Please ensure that we hold your most up-to-date contact informa&on in case of
an emergency. Details can be updated via the SIMS Parent App.
Please contact the front oﬃce if you require any help accessing the app. If you
need to contact a staﬀ member, please contact our main switchboard number on
0208 509 9446, which is open between 8am and 4.15pm.
Emails can also be sent to info@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk and the message will be
passed onto the relevant staﬀ member.
Please do not enter the school site unless you have been asked to, as we are
currently limi&ng external visitors on the site.
Thank you.
The Front Oﬃce
Walthamstow School for Girls
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Year11 Book CollecAon
Dear Year 11 Students, Parents and Carers,
We are very aware that some Year 11 students are not in possession of all the books and
resources they may need for their GCSE subjects. Clearly, we do not want this to hamper
their remote learning therefore we will be holding a book collec&on for Year 11 students.
Year 11 students in the GCH block will have their book collec&on on:
Wednesday 3rd February.
Year 11 students in the WSF block will have their book collec&on on :
Thursday 4th February.
All students have been emailed a speciﬁc &me slot to collect their books and resources and
it is very important they only come to school at that &me. All Heads of Faculty have been
involved in this process and have made us aware of the books and resources that students
will need to con&nue with their remote learning.
…..................................................... &me slot is …............ on ...................................February.
Given COVID restric&ons, this will be the ONLY opportunity for your child to collect books
and resources therefore we strongly encourage them to do so.
The following Covid Rules will apply and MUST be followed to ensure we keep everyone
safe and comply with current Government guidelines.
•
The book collec&on will be held outside the front of the school building.
•
There will be strict 2m social distancing in place with markers on the ground
indica&ng where to stand.
•
Masks must be worn as books are collected.
•
Hand sani&ser will be provided and must be used before books and resources can
be collected.
•
We recommend gloves are worn when collec&ng books and resources.
•
Only one person can enter the school gate to collect the books or resources, either
your child or you as their parent/carer.
•
Please ONLY collect books during your given &me slot.
We trust that providing students with the opportunity to collect these books and resources
will enable them to con&nue with their remote learning eﬀec&vely. If you have any
ques&ons with regards to the above process, please e-mail info@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk
Kind regards,
Ms Warren
Associate Assistant Headteacher
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Recommended TED Talk
The Magic of Numbers
Why everyone should love Maths by Bobby Seagull
In Bobby’s truly inspiring Ted Talk, he comments on the subject that most people
don’t like maths and that they just say they don’t have a ‘maths brain’.
However, he explains that maths so much more intriguing and exci&ng than it
might look at ﬁrst glance. He talks about how when he was li<le he ﬁrst got
hooked into maths by comparing football cards to create an approximate analysis
of who is more skilled and how it inspired him to learn more about maths. He
goes on to further explain how conﬁdence is a big part in maths too as he showed
us that 50% of adults don’t know how to work out a 5% increase of £9, even with
a calculator and how they just need to persevere and challenge themselves to
achieve great things in the maths ﬁeld. He concludes the Ted Talk by saying that
there is maths in everything, we just have to look for it and he ends with
the mo&va&onal line: ‘We are all mathema&cians’.
Kacey 8S
Here is the inspiring talk if you have not watched it yet:
h<ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxPJ0SJSOsg
Ms Robinson
Challenge Coordinator
Online Resources Reminder
There are a number of resources online that are available to students.
Oak Na&onal Academy oﬀers comprehensive lessons for a range of subjects for
Years 7-11.
If you have any younger children, there are also resources available for primary
school aged children. BBC Bitesize can also be accessed via the red bu<on on the
TV (and by the link below)
Oak Na&onal Academy
BBC Bitesize

h<ps://www.thena&onal.academy/
h<ps://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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LGBT History Month
LGBT History Month is an annual celebra&on of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender history held during the month of
February since 2005.
This year's logo can be found opposite, as well as an explanatory
video here:
h<ps://www.pscp.tv/w/1mrxmQPXnABxy
This year's theme is Body, Mind, Spirit and is directly linked to the PSHE curriculum. It is a great theme to explore LGBT+ issues with our students in a crea&ve
way.
I would like to organise a whole school compe&&on via our PSHE lessons for
students to design a logo to represent this year's theme using past logos as a
model. Or design a logo for next year's theme "Art and Poli&cs 2022" which is
linked with this quote by Mar&n Luther King "The arc is long, but it bends towards jus&ce".
Students will submit their designs as assignments in their PSHE classes, deadline
Friday 26th February.
Ms Desbenoit
Diversity Coordinator
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Faculty News
English, Drama News
h<ps://\.watch/3bISoidMUw/

Streaming From 13 Feb For 1
Week Only
Don’t miss a brand new ﬁlmed
adapta&on of ‘Romeo and Juliet, starring Olivier
Award Winner Sam Tu<y and narrated by Derek
Jacobi!
\.watch

MathemaAcs
Puzzle of the Week

Here is the link to this week’s puzzle: h<p://www.puzzleo]heweek.com/

Good luck!
Maths Faculty
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ADT Remote Learning
The task, last week, was to ﬁnd a
product at home and redesign it in
the style of Philippe Starck Industrial design.
Martha from 8S redesigned her
toast rack and then went above
and beyond by making a superb
prototype of her product.
One very happy DT teacher!
Ms Healy

Here is Martha’s
fantas&c design.
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Year 8 English
Year 8 students have been studying the book I Am Malala and understanding how
the tragedy of being shot by the Taliban has inﬂuenced not only her life but also
the lives of women and girls around the world. Students have also researched
various women who have made a huge impact over the decades. In addi&on to
this, 8H have wri<en some poems and raps and would like to share these with
you.
The students have also set you a challenge.
They had to provide 3 nega&ve words, then a dash and then a relevant ques&on to
ask Malala. Would you like to join in? It's not as easy as you think.
We hope you enjoy their amazing work.
Mrs Jolliﬀe
English Faculty

Protest poem by Maya 8H
Based on the book I Am Malala
Life’s not fair
For women and girls
Them being forced to stand, watch and wait,
Be seen and not heard.
Watch the men decide their future
Who to marry
What to do
What to become.
Being caged behind brick walls
Cooking and cleaning
Dreaming about the day when the word is theirs
Un&l the men come home.
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Based on the book – I Am Malala by Yve e 8H
It’s 2021 get your act together
Women aren’t inferior, they deserve be<er.
Listen, I won’t sit around and tolerate,
The tons of hate they get, don’t discriminate.
I hate to hear about the bad things they’ve been through
The misogyny and inequality they always have to go through.
I’m &red of seeing people do nothing about it
Women aren’t a toy just for you to play around with.
Learn your morals,
Learn the truth and educate yourself.
Research and gain,
Knowledge, use your brain!
Prove that women are more than what it seems,
Tell their stories, ﬁx society and change what it sees.

Students of 8H also looked at working on what is classiﬁed as:
3 nega&ve words – (dash) ques&on: to put to Malala.
Can you think up your own 3 negaAves – (dash) quesAon?
It’s not as easy as you think!
Educa&on, family, life- what do you want the most?
Abusive, mad, crazy – which is the worst trait?
Scary, frightening, fear – how o]en do you feel these?
Rights, educa&on and girls – why do you ﬁght for these?
Fear, sadness, anger – what did you feel the most?
Dark, anger, loneliness - which makes you more anxious?
Heatstroke, thirst, starva&on - what would kill you ﬁrst?
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Successful women:

Katharine Hepburn was quite the fashion icon, but one of the main ways that she
le] her mark was by changing the idea of what people believed to be feminine.
One way that she did this was by challenging how women were supposed to dress.
In Hollywood in the 1930s and 1940s, it was more usual for women to wear dresses and skirts. But no, Katharine liked to wear trousers and she became very well
known for this. She was an extremely independent woman and took control of her
own ac&ng career - again, something that wasn't usual for women at that &me.
She once said: "I've had a pre<y remarkable life, but compared to my mother and
father, I'm dull." Well, Katharine, we - and millions of others - think you were anything but.
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Khadija 8H
Yeah, yeah
Yo, United Na&ons, it's &me.
It's &me, United Na&ons to play your part.
Hospitals drop, as did my school.
Aircra]s roared across the sky.
The walls shook with every explosion.
Suddenly everything went quiet.
A building bombed to rubble.
Bodies li<ering the street.
A mother, a child, the elderly. Indiscriminately!
This is Pales&ne state, an independent country.
Freedom is all we seek.
What more could you ask for?
The starving hospital?
We complain about occupa&on.
Hunger, fear, anger, every day.
I can't take the occupa&on.
They can't take the children.
Yea, my Pales&ne state
Yo, United Na&ons, it's &me.
It's &me, United Na&ons to play your part.
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Zara 8H – Based on the book I Am Malala
Girls in our society are divided
into those who wear a niqab to those who wear the hijab.
She is judged day in and day out:
How she looks
How can you judge me
By my hair or by my hijab?
Who are you to tell?
My religion or my farewell,
you can't control me!
We are full and lower than zero degrees
You're a nega&ve
You’re not a representa&ve
always in a compe&&on.
Ready to her
Ready to alert
Ready to convert.
I am a girl,
I rule the world
Like it or not
I put you on the spot
You know who you are,
You know what you're doing clearly.
I'm a woman and I feel sorry for you sincerely!
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Diversity Calendar
for February
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Mental Health and Wellbeing Support
I hope this message ﬁnds you well and safe. Last lockdown we sent our school
community a help pack from the Anna Freud Centre and since we have started our
4th week of remote learning, we wanted to reach out and send some support
again.
Please see below two links to ar&cles detailing support and self-care for parents
and carers, as well as a social media guide to help ensure social media is a helpful,
rather than damaging tool for children.
h<ps://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/managing-social-media/
h<ps://
www.annafreud.org/
on-my-mind/self-care/
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Year 11 College InformaAon
For regular updates on college informaAon please see:
‘Open Evenings/Virtual Tours’
on the Year 11 page of the school website.

Adrian Merchant
Engagement and Events Manager
Mobile: 07825 003 453
Telephone: 0207 613 8380
accesscrea&ve.ac.uk
Access Crea&ve College London
50 Hoxton Street
London, N1 6LP

