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Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents, Carers and Students
This week is Refugee Week, the theme
of which is ‘We cannot walk alone’,
taken from Martin Luther King’s
historic ‘I have a dream’ speech.
He turns his attention to the White
people who, realising their destiny and
that of their Black fellow citizens was
intertwined, joined the movement for
equal rights.

“They have come to realise that their freedom is inextricably bound to our
freedom,” he said. “We cannot walk alone.”
MLK’s words resonate down the centuries and are of the utmost
relevance today. COVID has made us more aware of some the inequalities
that exist in our society but it has also shown us how much we depend on
one another. When we connect with others, when we walk side by side,
we can make a difference and create a kinder, fairer and more connected
world.
There is more information on Refugee Week here:

https://refugeeweek.org.uk/about/
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At WSFG, we had the pleasure of hosting a workshop for year 7 students with the
local organisation Stories and Supper (www.storiesandsupper.co.uk), which
works with refugees/asylum seekers and local residents to bring people together
over stories and food and challenge some of the negative narratives about
migration. Ms Cato has written more about the wonderful writing students
produced as a result of this collaboration below.
Next week, some of our year 8 students will be taking part in a workshop based
on the book "Sea Prayer" by Khaled Hosseini.
We look forward to hearing more about this next week.

Violence against Women and Girls
Over the past years at WSFG, we have addressed issues with students which are
often difficult to discuss, but that we feel are essential to raise under an
empowerment agenda for our young people. We took part in a whole school
Violence Against Women Project that confronted major issues such as healthy
relationships and harmful behaviours. The evaluation for students was positively
powerful and as students felt this was essential learning, we will be engaging with
the project again next year.
At WSFG, student voice is very important in driving the school decisions forward
and as such we look to involve and consult students in high profile topics of
concern and interest.
This week, groups of students have been involved in a consultation process to
inform our planning for the new RSHE curriculum, ready for its introduction in
September, 2021. Ms Kennedy also wrote to you last week about how we would
like you as parents/ carers to be involved in parent focus groups.
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In the next few weeks, we will be asking students to look at Student Wellbeing as
part of the School Improvement Plan for 2021 and beyond. This will involve all aspects of
wellbeing, but will include student safety and what this looks like for them. I am grateful
to some of our year 10 students who have pre-empted some of these discussions and
have talked to us about their views in a very articulate and reflective way.
The school’s most recent OFSTED report noted how safe our students feel at school and
we strive to ensure that this student feeling continues and is built upon. The school is
currently completing an extensive audit of safeguarding, part of which will ask the
students about their view of safeguarding at WSFG and what they suggest we can do to
make them feel even safer and more secure when at school.
We do not shy away from difficult issues and want our young people to have a safe forum
to learn about and discuss topics which are important to them.

Delta Variant:
We are continuing to monitor the COVID rates of infection and will inform you if we
receive any updated advice from Public Health. In the meantime, it is worth reading the
information below about the Delta Variant.
Please also make sure that your child continues to take the twice weekly lateral flow tests
for the safety of everyone in our school community. I appreciate your co-operation in
ensuring this happens.
Delta variant similar to coughs and colds: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57467051
If any member of your household is showing symptoms, please self isolate and take a PCR
test.

Wishing you a peaceful weekend.

Ms H Marriott
Headteacher
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Faculty News
English
Year 7 Stories and Supper Workshop
Refugee Week is celebrated across the UK every June. This year for the first
time, 16 students from Year 7 took part in this creative writing workshop,
led by the Stories and Supper team, which looked at the first- hand experiences of refugees and asylum seekers in this country.
The students were amazing and demonstrated an understanding of what
we all share; the desire to be loved, feel secure and be happy.
As well as reading and listening to a variety of poems written by refugees,
the students wrote their own poems about where they come from and
what senses they link to home. The writing that they produced is beyond
what we could have imagined from Year 7. We will be publishing a booklet
of the poems for the rest of the school to read and celebrate. Below is a
sample.
Well done to all the students who took part.
The English Department

14-20 June 2021
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By: Olivia-Joy 7G
I come from...
The spices being thrown into the pan
The sweet smell of Guyanese chow mein
The spicy sauce coated on jerk chicken
Just the way I like it.
I come from...
The smell of food being cooked
The scent of cake rising in the oven
The unpleasant smell of toilets and animal dung
I come from...
A happy home
The sound of loud conversations
My Grandma having arguments in Igbo
Just the way I like it.
I come from...
The sound of my Grandma's voice
The pride of my chief ancestors
The love in my parents' voices
I come from...
Nigeria, Jamaica and Guyana
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Faculty News
Drama
National Theatre Connections Festival at Soho Theatre

Last September, I signed us up for the National Theatre Connections Festival, an
annual event in which hundreds of schools and youth theatres across the country
work on new plays, specially written for young performers. Having come out of the
first lockdown, I was keen to provide the kind of enrichment opportunity we
usually give our students, even though we were aware that there was a chance
the festival might have to be cancelled. We embarked upon our Connections
experience in the spirit of optimism and created a company comprising Year 10
Drama GCSE students. Some chose to perform, others were involved in costume
design, lighting, sound and stage management. No sooner had the play been cast
when another lockdown was imposed.

I am proud to say that we persevered with our production. Even though our
rehearsal time was drastically curtailed, the students showed great resilience and
energy and we squeezed in rehearsals whenever we could, in spite of the various
other commitments and challenges we all have been dealing with at this time.
We were the only company of the six originally scheduled to perform at Soho to
make it there!
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On Wednesday we performed our show at the Soho Theatre. The play was a
comedy called The Marxist in Heaven and the students rose to the occasion,
bringing out the humour of the piece and communicating the joy of live theatre.
Ms Warren, Ms Wallace and I had a great day with the students and all felt very
proud of them.

The dance was the highlight of the show. These sequences were brilliantly
choreographed by the wonderful Frances in 10C, who also taught them to the
company with great skill and patience. She was incredibly committed, attending
every rehearsal and she performed in the show as dance captain. A star is born!
Even more than the final performance itself, I have been very proud of the way
the students have worked on this project. It has been a really happy and positive
experience for all of us in this most challenging of years.
Ms Cornford
Head of Drama
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Year 7 Philosophy Day
Last week, twenty-four students from
Year 7 took part in a Philosophy Day, led
by The Philosophy Man, Jason Buckley.
Since the start of Year 7, students have
been in lessons with their form, in the
same room all day, so as well as learning
about philosophy, the girls were also
able to see more of the school grounds
and to learn alongside other members of their year group. It was a lovely sunny
day and it was great to see the girls so full of enthusiasm. As Amelia said in the
afternoon, she was in her element! Here is some more feedback from Jason and
some of the other participants:

It was a real privilege to work with such an enthusiastic and insightful group especially in the setting of the Greek Amphitheatre. I will remember the
charismatic speeches they made as members of Odysseus’ mutinous crew and the
improvised Sirens’ song finale for a long time!
Jason Buckley, The Philosophy Man
I found people who were interested in the things that I am
interested in which made me feel at home. The activities
anddiscussions we had were so much fun and I will never
forget that day.
Blessing 7W
I found the Philosophy Day great fun and very interesting.
My favourite activity was when we had to debate whether
to stay and follow our leader, or abandon him and open a
bag we thought was filled with gold and diamonds. It was very interesting to hear
both sides where the points were all very convincing. Jason was very kind and
funny. He was so fun and made it even more enjoyable. I would love to continue
doing philosophical activities. I’m looking forward for when clubs reopen as I
would love to join a Philosophy Club.
Marnie 7S
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I really enjoyed the day and thinking about what you would do in different
situations and expressing your views about it. One of my favourite bits was when
we had to come up with a song so the giant king wouldn’t eat us, it was really
creative and funny. I also liked the speeches and discussing whether or not to open
the bag. It was lots of fun, I would definitely do it again.
Freyja 7F
I really enjoyed Philosophy Day! I think it was really great
to share our opinions and the story we followed was great
fun too!
Constance 7W
My favourite activity was when we had 4 minutes to
create a song. We were learning about the history of
Greece and the amazing stories behind it. I loved interacting with other students from different forms. I made
new friends and met new teachers. I think we should do more philosophy sessions
and maybe different sessions on other topics. Other than that it was an amazing
experience and I had the best time ever. Thank you for everything.
Ayat 7H
It was truly fun and interesting. I loved going outside and sitting in the Greek
theatre and getting out into nature. It was pleasant sitting and tuning into
Interesting, intriguing and clever stories but as well as that it was exciting doing
exercises that were given to us. It was also nice meeting and interacting with
people from other classes.
Madeeha 7G

I really enjoyed the Philosophy day and would be more
than happy to do it again. I enjoyed how Jason let us join
in with the story and made it like a fun play. I enjoyed
making and hearing other people’s speeches and going
into the Greek Amphitheater. It was definitely a great way
to make new friends.
Aiza 7H
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I really really enjoyed the Philosophy workshop, especially the bit where we made
up the song. Also, the good to evil line was very fun! I hope we get to do more
things like that in the
future!
Edie 7F
As a participant in Philosophy Day, I thoroughly enjoyed the creative activities we
took part in throughout the day. I loved discussing the moral choices in Greek
myths and taking part in interactive activities like making songs and doing roleplay. My favourite part was when we role-played the soldiers and debated whether we should follow our leader or vote for democracy. Everyone was so enthusiastic and non-judgmental- it was great fun!
Imogen 7
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I really enjoyed the workshop. I especially loved exploring the school grounds for
the first time. I loved that everyone was involved in the Greek story near the end
(especially whether to follow Odysseus or not). I would love another opportunity to
explore the grounds and meet fellow philosophers.
Gina 7G
What I enjoyed about the Philosophy Day was when we were discussing the point
about the story and debating, like about the juice question. Also, I enjoyed when
we went out to the Greek Amphitheatre and were pretending that we were a crew
on a ship discussing if we should go our own way or follow Oddy.
Esma 7H
The day was a huge success and hopefully, covid-permitting, many more activities
like this will be offered to Year 7 as they progress through the school.
Ms Robinson
Challenge Coordinator

14

Here is the link to this week’s puzzle: http://www.puzzleoftheweek.com/
Good luck!
Maths Faculty
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UEFA EURO SUDOKU 2020 Week 1

Name ____________________________________________ Form __________
Germany

England

Ukraine

Spain

Turkey

Belgium

Poland

Spain

Germany

Turkey

Croatia

Croatia

Ukraine

England

Ukraine

France

England

France

Belgium

England

Belgium

Turkey

Croatia

Poland

Belgium

Poland

Turkey

•
•
•
•
•

Poland

Turkey

Turkey

Belgium

France

Germany

Croatia

Turkey

Spain

First, work out which 9 countries have been used.
Every square can only contain one country.
Each 3×3 box can only contain each country once .
Each vertical column can only contain each country once.
Each horizontal row can only contain each country once.

Hand in or email your entry to Ms Robinson by the end of the day on Monday 21st
June 2021.

Open to all students and staff for your chance of winning a small prize.
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School History
You only have to take a short walk to realise that since lockdown, there has been
a marked increase in the local dog population. Here is a poem from the
1930 Iris magazine about the problems of owning a dog!
Mrs Kelly,
LRC

My Dog.
My little dog is black and white;
I teach him tricks each day,
But when he hears the cats miaow,
He runs outside to play.

My little dog is very bad,
But really I must own,
That if you had my little dog,
He would not stay at home.

My little dog went out one day,
The river for to see,
But sad to say he lost his way,
And I found him in the Lea.
Maise Pearl (Form II.)
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Former Student—Kim Baker
Former student, Kim Baker has recently donated many documents and photos of
her time at Walthamstow School for Girls during the 1980’s to the school archives.
Here she describes her 'unusual' profession:
In my last year at WSFG, I chose violin making as a career, despite being advised
that specialising too early was risky. I got around this by attending evening classes
in Musical Instrument making while studying for 3 A Levels at Monoux College.
This led me to a place in the world-renowned violin making school in Newark,
Nottinghamshire, and it was this 3-year training which was the springboard to a
profession that has allowed me to work in Asia and Europe and has brought me to
settle, self-employed and bilingual, in Dresden, Germany.
The idea of working with my hands, combining a
love of music, art and wood - in a craft that
ensures that one never stops learning - means that
I am never bored!
Occasionally I make a new instrument, but my
‘bread and butter’ is restoration and repair of
violins, violas, cellos, double basses and their bows.
My work enables others to work at their best,
thereby satisfying both me and my clients.
There is still a great demand for traditional crafts
and hand-working professions. These jobs require
passion and integrity and can therefore be
extremely fulfilling.
Lesley Winter/Richard Murphy footnote:
Kim Baker attended WSFG 1986-1991.
When she was 11 years old, Kim won the competition
to design the school badge, which was used,
unchanged for a full 30 years (1986-2016).
There used to be a rose garden close to the Greek
portico. The pictorial essence of Kim’s design can be
seen in brass in Norris Hall.
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https://www.newhamwordfestival.org/?
mc_cid=4de7911b95&mc_eid=89a4395b6a
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School Calendar Dates for 2020-2021
Summer Term 2021
• Monday 19 April 2021 to Thursday 22 July 2021
• Monday 7– Friday 25 June
Year 10 Assessment Window
• Friday 25 June
Year 11 Leavers Day
• Monday 28 June –1 July
Interform
• Monday 28–Wednesday 30 June GREEN trip Y7
• Monday 5–7 Wednesday July
GREEN trip Y8
• Monday 12– Wednesday 16 July GREEN trip Y9
• Wednesday 7 July
Year 6 Transition Day
• Tuesday 13 July p.m.
Sports Day
• Tuesday 20 July
Ei d-ul-Adha (prov)
• Thursday 22 July
End of Summer Term – details to
follow

School Calendar Dates for 2021-2022

Autumn Term 2021
• Wednesday 1 September 2021 to Friday 17 December 2021
• Wednesday 1 September:
Staff INSET/School Closure
• Thursday 2 September:
Term starts for ALL years (Y7/8/9/10/11)

• Half Term: Monday 25 October 2021 to Friday 29 October 2021
• Winter Holiday: Monday 20 December 2021 to Friday 3 January 2022
Spring Term 2022
• Tuesday 4 January 2022 to Friday 1 April 2022
• Half Term: Monday 14 February 2022 to Friday 18 February 2022
• Spring Holiday: Monday 4 April 2022 to Monday 18 April 2022
Summer Term 2022
• Tuesday 19 April 2022 to Tuesday 19 July 2022
• Half Term: Monday 30 May 2022 to Friday 3 June 2022.
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Head lice Information for Parents / Carers
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been brought to my attention that a number of students in various year
groups throughout the school currently have head lice. The responsibility for
treating head lice is with parents and carers.
I have enclosed an information leaflet with this Greensheet that suggests how to
treat the problem if it occurs. If you suspect your child has head lice, they must be
treated systematically and the full instructions on the treatment lotion must be
followed until she is completely clear. If some of the eggs remain, they will
continue to have lice as they do breed quickly. The lice and eggs may take a
number of treatment sessions to eradicate. The recommendation is that the
whole family is treated at the same time as head lice are very easily passed on.
Recommendations about the best lotions and treatments can be made by your
pharmacist.
If your child does have head lice and is being treated for them, there is no reason
to keep them away from school, but it would be useful for you to inform us so
that we are aware.
Thank you for your support in this matter.
Ms Pratt
Assistant Headteacher
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