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Headteacher’s Message  
 

Dear Parents Carers and Students, 
 

This half term has flown by and I am sure that all members of our school 

community are in need of a short break. It has been such a pleasure 

ge=ng to know our students again a>er our sudden lockdown in March, 

and see the younger ones play on the playground in the sunshine (with 

the excep9on of Wednesday’s con9nual rainstorm, of course), and the 

older students chat with their friends in our new extended café style 

external sea9ng areas. Everyone has seCled well into our new COVID safe 

rou9nes here.  As you know, each year group is in a separate bubble, with 

different entry/ exit 9mes, breaks and lunch9mes, so the girls only spend 

9me with their peers. Many have told me they do enjoy this as they have 

greater ownership of their area of the school, and older students have 

said that they have found the focus on one main GCSE subject over the 

course of the day helpful. We have implemented this to eliminate student 

movement, but it was also intended to promote deeper understanding by 

enabling students to get fully absorbed in their subject. 
 

We have a wide range of informa9on for you to read in this issue. We 

start with a pledge which outlines our commitment to celebra9ng our rich 

diversity in school and follows on from the Black Lives maCers special 

Greensheet edi9on in July: hCps://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/_site/data/

files/users/14/06D7C20EB1C4CEE40EF08DCCEB855BED.pdf.  

There will be opportuni9es for students, parents and carers to contribute 

to this dialogue in due course. 
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As we have transformed to a remote way of communica9ng with our parent/ carer 

community, we were very pleased to have such posi9ve feedback a>er the Year 7 SeCling 

In live session on Monday. It was a pleasure to hear you and see your ‘chat’ on Teams.  

Ms Jean-Bap9ste has already implemented some of your sugges9ons, so thank you for 

engaging with this. 

 

You may have no9ced that this year’s Open Evening, my ninth in fact, has taken a 

completely different format to usual, when we have over a thousand visitors to the 

school, as it is now remote. It is s9ll available on our website:  

hCps://www.wsfg.waltham.sch.uk/news/?pid=7&nid=1&storyid=387.  

Our students are our real ambassadors- do listen to their views about life at WSfG. 

 

On another note, I have today been alerted by our Safer Schools Officer to the following 

important informa9on which we have been asked to share with you: 

 

Whipps Cross Hospital took admission of two females aged 15 years old who had been admiCed 

a>er consuming cannabis edible sweets a>er purchasing the edible food from a white male outside 

Wilkinsons in STRATFORD. The witness confirmed that she bought the items following a Snapchat 

conversa9on telling her that he sold the items and they arranged to meet at STRATFORD by 

WILKINSONS at 18:30 on the 22nd OCTOBER. The cannabis edible sweets were bought for £10 for 

12 sweets. The sweets caused the females to be admiCed to hospital by LAS as they were found in 

the street ac9ng strangely. The sweets were in the shape of GUMMY BEARS. 

WHIPPS CROSS Hospital confirmed that they had a similar incident on the 16th OCTOBER 2020 when 

a female schoolgirl was admiCed a>er consuming cannabis edibles bought by a seller on snapchat.  

 

These are not our students, but you may have heard of a similar case in Highgate, 

Camden, earlier this month. In this instance, the girls had eaten Nerds Rope bites. These 

‘sweets’ or ‘edibles’ are designed to look like normal Nerd sweets, but they do in fact 

contain a potent level of THC, a component of cannabis. They are illegal and dangerous to 

consume and have led to hospitalisa9on. Please do speak to your daughter and warn her 

about this. 

 

I have also been approached today by our MP Stella Creasy. She is keen to make all our 

families aware of the support available in this borough to families who are struggling  

financially in these difficult 9mes-especially over the half term break in light of there being 

no financial support available for children eligigble for free school meals, please see page 

19 for more informa9on. 

 

Finally, on a lighter note, on Friday November 13
th

, we are having an ‘own clothes’ day’ for 

Children in Need-I am sure that your child will have already planned her ouTit! 

 

Have an excellent half term, and keep safe all, 

 

Ms M Davies 

Headteacher  



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAME Diversity Statement  

 

At Walthamstow School for Girls we are incredibly proud of our rich and diverse 

school community.   

 

The lockdown period was a difficult 9me for many in our community, with school 

closures taking away any real opportunity for us to group together and discuss 

the various challenges faced by all.  Globally, we began to see the ongoing 

injus9ces commiCed towards black communi9es highlighted, par9cularly in the 

United States, where the lack of regard for black lives was brought to our 

aCen9on by the tragic and horrific deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor.  

These events over the summer period resonated with many, bringing  

communi9es together with a collec9ve anger and frustra9on over the  

inequali9es and injus9ces in our world. 

 

Within our own school community, where our fundamental values are under-

pinned by an ethos of respect and equality for all, the ques9on ‘what more can 

we do?’ resonated throughout the numerous discussions between staff,  

students, parents/carers and governors.   

 

With this in mind, in June 2020, Ms Davies pledged her commitment to  

commence open and honest dialogues involving all members of our school  

community to challenge all forms of prejudice and to play an ac9ve role in  

changing the narra9ve to ensure everybody’s voice in our community is valued 

and listened to and that we take responsibility for being part of a deep societal 

change. 

 

We have commenced our journey: October is Black History Month where we are 

celebra9ng the achievements of black people past and present, with this year’s 

theme being ‘Black Bri9sh Heroes’.  The celebra9on of Black History con9nues 

throughout the curriculum with the following events: 
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♦ BHM celebra9ons within faculty areas 

♦ Assembly by Mrs Jean-Bap9ste delivered across the school 

♦ Menus to celebrate Afro-Caribbean food with the dining room decorated 

with BHM posters  designed by our year 7 students 

♦ A “My black Bri9sh Hero” filming project involving Key Stage 4 students 

which will be shared with our community 

♦ Student engagement with the London School of Economics Black 

Achievement Conference 

 

As a school we plan to take this further by con9nuing our drive for even greater 

diversity and inclusion for all.  For this to happen we believe that change should 

be made by listening to and engaging with our BAME communi9es. 

 

We are currently in the process of crea9ng a BAME staff forum and plan to create 

a BAME group for our students to have a ‘safe space’ to voice their issues and 

concerns in rela9on to race and equality.   

 

We would like to reach out to our wider community and ask for the support of 

parents and carers to engage with us on this important journey for our school.  

We value your input and welcome your ideas and involvement. 

 

Real change will require a shi> in the way we think and act as a whole and,  

working with our community groups, we aim to put the spotlight on developing 

greater equality in our school prac9ces and in the curriculum we deliver to our 

students. 

 

This is an important 9me for us as a school to seize the moment in order to make 

a real contribu9on to change and to demonstrate how our common values are 

what unite us rather than divide us. 

 

Signed 

Ms D Desbenoit     Ms T Jean-Bap9ste 

Diversity Coordinator/    Associate Assistant Headteacher/  

Student Progress Leader Year 9  Student Progress Leader Year 7 
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Black History Month  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Cato 

English Faculty 

 

The Learning Resource Centre now has a copy of Freedom Walk: The Roots of 

Diversity in Waltham Forest by Peter Ashan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs O Kelly  

LRC Manager  
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Children in Need 2020  

Non-Uniform Day  

Friday 13th November  

 

There will be a non-uniform day on Friday 13th November to 

raise money for Children in Need.  All students wishing to take 

part should bring in a minimum of £1 to donate to Children in Need. 

The money will be collected by members of the Leadership Team on the gate as  

students enter in the morning. 

 

Lanyards must s9ll be worn and all the usual jewellery rules apply. Students should 

bring in their schoolbag, their mask, books, planner and equipment for the day as  

normal. If you have any ques9ons, please ask Ms Warren. 

 

Ms Warren 

Associate Assistant Headteacher 

 

This Year’s Theme ‘Come as Yourself Day’ 

A�er the stress and worry of the coronavirus pandemic this year we are making  

mental wellbeing our number one priority. Come as Yourself is all about students  

embracing their iden��es, and expressing who they are whilst raising vital funds to 

support young people who need it most, like Clara.  

 

When Clara was 14, she found out her mum had depression, and 

found it difficult to understand why. Clara also began to struggle 

with her own mental health. Luckily for Clara, she was able to 

a%end Oasis and their youth volunteering/leadership  

programme. For Clara, this gave her what she considers a refuge - 

somewhere safe to talk through her problems; to talk about  

mental illness and how to help those struggling like her mum.  

  

Regular group contact, plus 1:1 support, means Clara is now aware of her own 

triggers, and the coping mechanisms that keep her mental health in check. She also 

knows be%er how to deal with her mum's struggles too. 

  

Last autumn, Clara got anxious about future careers and 'what next?', but she used 

lockdown to reflect and go on early morning wellbeing walks, all the while s�ll being 

able to a%end online sessions offered by Oasis.  
 

Children in Need  



7 

 

Faculty News  

 Mathema:cs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who  

entered last week, we came 

3rd in the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have a sporty puzzle: 

 

Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Faculty  



8 

 

English News  

 

The English Faculty is delighted to congratulate Yngie 10H for publishing an  

ar9cle in Film Stories Junior magazine! In her ar9cle, Yngie explores the brilliant 

films produced by Studio Ghibli, why these films are so enjoyable, and the impact 

Studio Ghibli has had on the film industry. It's a very persuasive ar9cle,  

encouraging all of us to appreciate Studio Ghibli's work. 

Have a look at her ar9cle, reprinted here for our Greensheet! 

 

Ms Schaber 

Head of English 



9 

 



10 

 

Modern Foreign Languages News  

European Day of Languages  

 

Every year, the European Day of Languages is celebrated on 26th September and 

has been an ongoing celebra9on since 2001. This day celebrates all languages (not 

just European) and highlights how linguis9c diversity can be used as a tool to cre-
ate greater intercultural understanding. Though we could not celebrate with our 
usual ac9vi9es, at WSFG  we celebrated this day on 25th September in our own 
special way.  
 
All year groups were invited to take part in a “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire” 
style quiz with ques9ons specifically looking at linguis9c diversity across the world. 
Needless to say, many students found this ac9vity fun and engaging despite the 
disappointment of not actually winning thousands of euros. Our Year 7s were  
invited by their language teachers to create posters that translated the school’s 
G.R.E.E.N. values into their home languages.  
 
Over 20 different home languages were represented by this project ranging from 
Japanese, Greek, Swahili, Welsh, Luganda, Polish, and even Bri9sh Sign Language!  
 
These posters were displayed for the 
day around the school and  
demonstrated the understanding and 
pride that students have for their 
home languages. 
 
¡Hasta al año próximo!  
À l’année prochaine! 
  
Mr Lee 
MFL Faculty 
 
 
 
  Luganda - Pearl 7F 
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   Polish               Bri9sh Sign  Language    Spanish

 Alzbeta 7S      Flo  7W     Nida 7S 

 

 

 

 

 Somali            Urdu      Swahili 

 Hajia  7C            Nafeesah7H               Elaaya 7H 
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Challenge News  

 

Gonville and Caius College Cambridge  

 

If you are interested in studying History or Classics at university and  

you are in Year 11, please see below: 

  

Ms  Robinson   

Challenge Coordinator 

 

Subject taster events – registra:on deadline: Wednesday 28
th

 October 

We’re pleased to announce that due to increased staffing capacity we now have 

extra spaces available at our ‘They did what?’ event on the 9
th

 November.  

 

hCps://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bsDTUKiOmIpTjIF. 

 

As part of the online registra9on form, you will need to upload a consent form 

signed by yourself  and a parent/carer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Ac:vity 

10:00-10:30 Welcome Talk: Cambridge Explained 

10:30-10:40 Supervisor introduc9ons 

10:40-11:30 Supervision style session 

11:30-12:10 

  

Academic talk followed by 9me for ques9ons  

 

Dr Alessandro Launaro– Classics Director of Studies 

12:10-13:00 Lunch  

13:00-13:45 Academic talk followed by 9me for ques9ons 

 

Dr Melissa Calaresu – History Director of Studies  

13:45-14:00 Virtual College Tour 

14:00-14:15 Day in the Life Presenta9on  

14:15-15:00 Q&A Session with panel of current students  
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Caius Schools Instagram 

We’ve now launched an Instagram for prospec9ve students with short clips and 

informa9on about life at the College and the applica9ons process.  

Please follow the account if you would like to know more: 

 

hCps://www.instagram.com/caiusschools/  

 

Trinity College Online Masterclass Programme 

Love Languages - applica:on deadline Wednesday 28
th

 October  

 

The programme is designed to bring language learning to life, help build  

confidence and make learning a language exci9ng for young people. This year-long 

programme for Year 11 students aims to highlight the importance of languages and 

presents key features of language study at the University of Cambridge. For more 

informa9on and to sign up, please see:  

 

hCps://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/access/outreach-during-covid-19/love-languages-

online-languages-masterclass-programme-year-11/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library Gonville and Caius College Cambridge  
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ADT Faculty News 

Year 7 ‘Crea:ve Shoes’  

 

Here are some more fantas9c homework pieces by students Eva and Noa 7F. Stu-

dents were asked to create a piece of work inspired by shoes, using the formal 

elements of art- tone, colour, texture and paCerns. I have been really impressed 

with the responses from students!  

 

Ms Wills 

Head of Art 

Performing Arts Faculty Word Search  

 

Words supplied by the P.E. Department based on dance, trampoline and fitness. 
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Science News  

 

Here are some recommended Science programmes to watch over the half-term 

break, these are all available on catch-up.  

 

Ms Brunas 

Science Faculty 

 

David A?enborough: A Life on Our Planet - Ne@lix  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Bishop's Great Whale Rescue -   ITV Catch_Up  
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Bears About the House -     Bears Secrets of Skin -  

BBC Catch_Up                  BBC Catch_Up  

 

Pain, Pus and Poison - BBC Catch_Up  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chemistry: A Vola:le History - BBC Catch_Up  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Ice to Fire:  The Incredible Science of Temperature - BBC Catch_Up  
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 Parent Carer Informa:on  

School Uniform  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have been back in school for half a term and we are all ge=ng used to the 
new school regula9ons that have been brought in as a result of COVID. 
 
Please note the following and ensure that the rules are followed to prevent  
addi9onal pressure on students and staff at this 9me:- 
 

• It is the student's responsibility to ensure that they bring a clean mask to 

school to be worn in communal areas as this is now mandatory in all  

 London schools. 

• Please try to source your child's masks responsibly.  

• Please make sure that your child does not aCend school wearing any 

items of non-uniform jewellery. 

• Non-uniform jewellery items will be confiscated and will be held securely 

un9l the next holiday when parent/carers will be asked to come to the 

school to collect the item.  

• Mobile phones must be turned off and put into student bags for the  

 dura9on of the school day. 

• If mobile phones are seen or heard, they will be confiscated and returned 

only to parents/carers a>er 72 hours or more. 

• All year groups are required to have a black waterproof outdoor coat for 

school that is to be worn over the blazer as part of their uniform.  

• We recommend that an umbrella is also brought to school ready for any 

inclement weather. 

• As the weather is ge=ng colder, students may also wear a scarf in school 

colours. 

• Woollen shawls are not part of the uniform for WSFG. 

 

Thank you for your support with this. If you have any queries please speak with 

your child's Tutor or Student Progress Leader. 

 

Ms. K H PraC 

Assistant Headteacher 
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Student Mobile Phones at WSFG  

 

At the present 9me, with our current focus on maintaining safety in school and the 

need to minimise contact between students and staff, students are allowed to 

keep their mobiles on their person every day instead of handing them into the 

school office. 

 

We understand that parents/carers may prefer their child to have their mobile 

phone on their person on the way to and returning from school for safety reasons. 

Therefore, to allow for this, all students are required to turn off their phone (not 

put the phone on silent mode) before they enter the school grounds and place it 

securely in their bag. 

 

Students must not use or take their phone out of their bag during the school day. 

As bags may be le> unaCended in classrooms, students bringing phones into 

school do so at their own risk. Please also note that smart watches such as Fitbits 

are not allowed in school. 

 

Sanc9ons if a student is found to be using a mobile phone during the school day: 

• The mobile phone will be confiscated by a member of staff. 

• If the student refuses to hand over the mobile phone or is uncoopera9ve,  

       a further sanc9on will be applied. 

• Confiscated mobile phones will not be returned to the student.  

• Parents/carers will receive a phone call asking them to collect the phone from 

the school office. The school office will follow guidance to prevent  

        contamina9on when storing and giving back the phone.   

 

Please note that students bring their mobile phones into school at their own risk 

and the school takes no responsibility for any mobile phones lost or damaged at 

school. 
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Free School Meals in Walthamstow 
 

We are very grateful to the help for families to 
access food that has been arranged at short 
no9ce through the work of three amazing local 
groups- Pl84U Al -Suffa, Eat or Heat and the 

Salva9on Army. Between these three there are 

two routes to suppor9ng  families who wish to 

access assistance with food for their children.  
 

 

You can find all the informa9on about individuals schools and how to access help on my 

website:  

 www.working4walthamstow.co.uk/freeschoolmeals  
 

For your informa9on, the two schemes in opera9on are as follows:  
 

1. Your school can refer them to us for provision of a foodbank parcel -  this will require 

the following informa9on listed below. If they or you can provide this to us on email, 

our volunteers overseen by my staff team can make the referral for them. Please email  

      office@workingforwalthamstow.org.uk with 'FSM request' in headline. Collec9on of 

food can then be made from either the Eat or Heat or Pl84U loca9ons in Wood Street 

and off Hoe Street:  

Name, Address, Telephone, Number of adults/number of children, Children's ages,  

Dietary requirements - vegetarian, vegan, halal, Which of the following meats can you 

eat - beef, pork, chicken, lamb, fish,  Age group (of adult). 
 

2. A drop in service where families can collect food without a referral between 10am to 

12pm noon and 6pm to 8pm at the Jewel Road Entrance of the Salva9on Army Monday 

26th October to Wednesday 28th October.  

      Please email: julie.pell@salva9onarmy.org.uk  beforehand so you can be allocated a  

      collec9on slot 9me. 
 

Those who would like to support this work can help by dona9ng either food or money to 

the organisa9ons working with us- details of how to do so are on their website:   

Eat or Heat -  hCp://eatorheat.org/donate/ (updated regularly) or if money is easier then 

details are here hCp://eatorheat.org/cash-dona9on/ 

Walthamstow's Salva9on Army- Details of their proposed shopping list  here and dona9ons 

are here:hCps://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/julie-pell3 

Pl84U Al Suffa - details of how to support on their website www.pl84ualsuffa.co.uk  
 

Thank you for everything you are doing to help local children and their families at this 

difficult 9me. 
 

Stella Creasy 

The Local Labour and Co-opera9ve MP for Walthamstow  
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1-2-1 online music lessons with Waltham Forest 

Music Service 

Waltham Forest Music Service offer 1-2-1 

instrumental and vocal lessons held on Zoom with 

specialist instrumental and vocal tutors. 

There are many benefits to online teaching, such as convenience (no need to travel), having 

9me and space to warm up before the lesson and the availability of online musical resources to 

support the lesson. 

• Lessons can be taken for 20 or 30 minutes each week. 

• Online lessons can deliver an excellent musical experience for children and young people  

         that is both fun and helps them to make progress with their instrument or voice. 

How Zoom lessons work (pdf) 

 

Lesson dates 

You can book now for a 6 week block of lessons star9ng a>er half term from Monday 2nd 

November. Lessons are taught Monday to Thursday a>er the school day and on Saturdays. 

  

How to book 1-2-1 Zoom lessons 

1. Sign up for online lessons hereTell us which instrument you’d like to learn, how long you’d  

    like the lesson for and your availability. 

2. We'll contact you to arrange the lesson 9me, day and start date, and will confirm the fee. 

3. Pay for the lessons here 

4. Then we’ll email you a Zoom link to login to the set of lessons before the first lesson. 

  

Instrument hire 

Pupils having lessons in school or on Zoom with us can hire an instrument. The hire fee is £23 

per term or part of term, with 50% discount for families on a low income. Please contact us to 

hire or return instruments to our office which is open Monday to Friday 9am-4pm during term 

9me: 

  

Music.Service@walthamforest.gov.uk 

• 020 8496 1584 

• The Music Service office address is: The School Lodge, Woodbury Road, Walthamstow E17 

9SB 

 

Social distancing measures are in place at our office and we may ask you to wait outside while 

we get your instrument. Any visitors who enter the building must wear a mask and use hand 

sani9ser.  

 

Please visit our website for more informa9on about lessons, or contact us if you have any 

further ques9ons.: hCps://www.wfmusichub.org 

  

Juliet Owen 
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Year 11 College Informa:on 

 

For regular updates on college informa:on please see: 

‘Open Evenings/Virtual Tours’  

on the Year 11 page of the school website. 

ZOOM Registra9on Link 

(URL: h?ps://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Pmke28nkRmei_mEKh0XVdQ)  

 

This session is held by experienced advice and guidance prac99oners to support  

students in making informed choices about their future studies and includes: 

- Course explora9on 

- Progression opportuni9es 

- Entry requirements 

- Course combina9ons 

- One to one informa9on and advice 

- Support with comple9ng your applica9on form  

 

Our mailing address is: 

Newham Sixth Form College, Prince Regent Lane, London, E13 8SG  
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Access Crea:ve College 

  

Extra Date Added 

Open Event 26 /27 October 2020  

  

Due to reaching capacity for our Open Event on 27/10/20, we are now taking 

bookings for 26/10/20 and places can be booked here. 

 

Music & Events // Music Tech // Games & Compu9ng // Media & Design 

  

Following our COVID safety regula9ons, we will have limited capacity at our  

Open Day events, so booking is essen9al! 

 

Please share with students who have a passion for all things crea9ve!  

 

 

 We are now taking bookings places can be booked here:  

hCps://www.accesscrea9ve.ac.uk/open-events 
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     Open Day  Thursday 29 October 2-4pm 

      Virtual Open Evening Thursday 5 November 5-6.30pm 
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 School Calendar Dates  

for 2020-2021 

 

Autumn Term 2020 

• Ends Friday 18 December  

• Half Term: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October  

• Christmas holiday: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January  

 

Spring Term 2021 

• Monday 4 January 2021 to Thursday 1 April  

• Half Term: Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February  

• Easter Holiday Friday 2 April 2021 to Friday 16 April  

 

Summer Term 2021 

• Monday 19 April 2021 to Thursday 22 July  

• Half Term: Tuesday 1 June to Friday 4 June  
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Covid –19 Tier 2 Advice for London and Essex 


